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     Pet Fest is a celebration of animals and the humans who love them. On 

Sunday, May 19 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. vendors, bakers, crafters, animal 

lovers, veterinarians, and shelters will gather for the fourth annual Pet Fest at 

Two Rivers Church. 

     The Rock Island Animal Hospital is co-sponsoring the event. A doctor and 

staff from the hospital will attend. They will be available for questions, and 

can meet your animals – although they will not be able to do check-ups. Ven-

dors of pet-related goods are invited to set up a booth in the parking lot. 

There will also be a photo booth for owners to pose with their animals and a 

bounce house for the kids. 

     At 3:30 there will be a special “Blessing of the Animals,” led by Pastor Robb McCoy. The blessing will in-

clude prayers, some readings, and a special time for prayer with each pet in attendance with their owner. In 

years past, most of the animals have been dogs, although one person has brought a chicken and at least two 

people have brought their cats and others have brought pictures of their furry friends. 

     All animals at the Pet Fest must be leashed or caged at all times. They must also be properly vaccinated, 

and well-socialized to other animals. For the safety of all animals and humans, retractable leads are not al-

lowed. 

     A collection will also be taken for area animal shelters. We can not guarantee that there will be animals up 

for adoption at the event, but information about how to find companions through local shelters and rescues 

will be available, along with information on how to become a volunteer.  Suggested donations for the shelters 

that come will include paper towels, treats, blankets, towels, disinfectant cleaners, Purina Puppy and/or Kit-

ten Chow, and toys. 

     Two Rivers Church is hosting STEAM’D Camp from June 10-13, with a STEAM’D Fair picnic, and movie 

night on June 15. The camp will meet Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. Kids from 

Preschool through entering 7th grade are invited to this unique experience. The key to the Two Rivers 

STEAM’D Camp is choice. 

     Please find more information on  this summer’s STEAM’D Camp inside this issue of the Compass.   
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can Sunday 
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Learn Bible Study 
 
QC Flute rehearsal 
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10:00 am Prayer 
Group 
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12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 
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4-8 pm QCSO 
Auditions 
6 pm Children & 
Youth Meeting 
6 pm UMM Din-
ner & Program 
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Activities 

16 

 
 

4-8 pm QCSO 
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10:00 am Prayer 
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ary Rented for 
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12:00 pm Satur-
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2-4 pm PetFest 
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12 pm  Lunch and 
Learn Bible Study 
 
6 pm Sisterhood   
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4-8 pm QCSO 
Auditions 
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10:00 am Prayer 
Group 
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11:00 am Oper-
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12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 
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Recognition  

Sunday 
 

* Regular Sun-
day Schedule 
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12 pm  Lunch and 
Learn Bible Study 

28 
 
 
 
4-8 pm QCSO 
Auditions 
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4-8 pm QCSO 
Auditions 

30 31  
 

* Regular Sun-

day Schedule 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Fellow-

ship & kids Sunday 

School 

 10:45am Adult 

Sunday School 

Classes  

** Regular Wed. 

Night Activities 

5:30 pm Meal 

6 pm Handbells,  

Two Rivers STEAM 

games  

7 pm  Uke Choir, TRY 
& Kids Club 
7:30 pm   Choir re-
hearsal 



 

Two Rivers 
Prayers Presence Gifts Service 

Remember in Prayer- 

Larry Dalton and Betty Collins 

 

Our Sympathies to:  

The family and friends of Karen Stewart who passed 

away on March 6.  

 

Our presence— 

March 31   Worship–   93 

April 7    Worship—  75 

April 14   Worship—  82 

April 18 Maundy Thurs. Worship—  73 

April 21  

Service of the Empty Tomb    Worship—  25 

Service of  Resurrection Worship—  113 

April 28        Worship—  76  

 

Our gifts— 

General Funds 

March 31  $ 1,541.33 

April 7   $ 4,060.13 

April 14  $ 2,792.33 

April 21  $ 5,019.63 

April 28  $ 3,781.33 

 

Our Service  -  

Members of the community served at             

Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site & Operation 

Safety Net (OSN): 

March 30  —   73 Meal Site, 82 OSN 

April 6  —   60  Meal Site 

April 13  —   72  Meal Site 

April 20  —    51 Meal Site 

April 27  —   58  Meal Site,  79 OSN   

  

Our Thanks — 

  Thank you to all who donated items for the Operation 

Safety Net Household Giveaway held on April 27.  The 

event was a great success with participants receiving 

two items each along with toiletries and other hygiene 

items.  They were all very grateful for the love and gen-

erosity that the members of Two Rivers Church 

showed them.  Thank you also to the volunteers who 

helped on the day of the giveaway.  This mission work 

could not happen without your help.  Thank you! 

Sisterhood  

    May’s Sisterhood Get-

Together will be on Monday, 

May 20 at 6:00p.m., at Pa-

galo’s Pizzeria & Gelato Café 

located at 119 1st Ave W. in 

Milan. 

      We try to visit a different local restaurant each 

month.  All women are invited to come.  Feel free to 

bring a friend.  Join us for devotions, dinner, fellow-

ship and a fun evening out.  Contact Rita Anderson at  

(309) 788-7150 for more information. 

Two Rivers Readers 
 

     Two Rivers Readers will 

not have a meeting in May, 

but will meet the 3rd day of 

June.  Ellen Pohlman will 

host the meeting.  We will 

meet at 2430 19th Ave. at 

10 AM. 

    Brianna Pollock will lead 

our discussion on “The 

Happiness Project” by 

Gretchen Rubin.  This book will be a good way to 

start the wonderful summer season.   

      “The Happiness Project” describes one per-

son’s year-long attempt to discover what leads to 

true contentment. Drawing on cutting-edge sci-

ence, classical philosophy, and real-world ap-

plicability, Rubin has written an engaging, emi-

nently relatable chronicle of transformation. 

     The book should be available at your local li-

brary or your favorite book distributor.  Visitors 

are always welcome.  If you have questions, call 

Joan Robinson 788-8082.  See you on June 3rd.  

Judith Litherland Retirement Gala 

     On June 23, 2019 at 1:30 p.m., we will gather in the 

Two Rivers Sanctuary to celebrate Judith Litherland’s 

noteworthy service as Two Rivers’ Organist and Hand-

bell Choir Director. 

     The gala will include a concert of organist col-

leagues, piano students, vocal soloists, and choir offer-

ings, as well as a few memories honoring Judith’s 38 

years of exceptional service to this church and the wid-

er Quad Cities community.  

     A reception will follow, at which cards or cash love 

gifts will be accepted. If you wish to contribute to Ju-

dith Litherland’s love gift through the church, please 

make your check out to Two Rivers United Methodist 

Church with “Litherland Love Gift” on the MEMO line. 

     Don’t miss this very special recognition of our very 

special Judith Litherland. 

United Methodist 

Men 

    Come join the Methodist 

Men for their dinner meet-

ing on Tuesday, May 14 

when Katie Hanson from 

Augustana College will be speaking about the Healthy 

Benefits of Reading.  Dinner is at 6:00 p.m., and the 

price is $9.00 per person.  Please make your reserva-

tion with Jerry Etzel (764-5837) by Monday, May 13.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. Hope to see you on the 

14th.   

Safety During Severe Weather 

     We're moving into the most common time of 

year for thunderstorms, damaging winds, and 

tornadoes. We know that Churches and Sunday 

mornings are not immune to severe weather, and 

we want to prepare you should evacuation of the 

church sanctuary be necessary.  

     If severe weather occurs, you may be asked to 

leave the sanctuary and go to a safer area on the 

lower level. Instructions will be given from the 

pulpit. Sanctuary exits leading to the lower level 

include: 1) the stairway by the Narthex entrance 

in the back of the church, 2) the exit behind the 

organ. These exits are the quickest routes to the 

lowest level during worship services. Move to the 

lowest level of the church where there are chairs 

available in the hallway for the children and in 

Room 2 for adults. The Nursery attendants will 

bring the children to the lower hallway where 

they'll be reunited with parents.  

     Please note: Room 2 is adjacent to Room 3 

where we previously gathered. When exiting 

down the stairs at the back of the sanctuary, turn 

right after entering Room 3, and move across the 

back of the room through the door to room 2.  

     Enjoy the coming of Spring, and please keep 

safe. 
QC Flutes Unlimited Concert      

     The Quad Cities Flutes Unlimited ensemble is 

coming to Two Rivers Church for their spring 

concert on Tuesday, May 7 at 7pm. The ensemble 

includes 20 flutes and Michael Wahlmann on the 

cello. This year's Spring Concert is called "La Mu-

sique Francaise!" and will feature music from 

Faure, Bizet, Debussy, and others. The group is 

directed by Laura Paarmann. This is a free con-

cert open to the public. 



 

Wednesday Night Live  

Dinner Schedule 5:30-6:00 

 

May 1           Spaghetti Bake (Brianna Pollock) 

May 8                   Sloppy Joe (Sarah McCoy) 

May 15          Pizza Night 

May 22           TBD  (Paula Johnson) 

May 29          No Wednesday Night Live 

2 May  Sandra Atkinson 

4 May  Charlotte Peterson 

5 May  Kaitlyn Atkinson 

8 May  Roger Pohlman 

10 May  Marcia Rose 

12 May  David Nduwikunda  

15 May  Avalon Gibson 

21 May  Gay Nefzger 

26 May  Calla Kean 

26 May  Ellen Andrews 

31 May  Bonnie Combs 

31 May  Dale Overturf 

 

If you have a birthday in May and we’ve missed it, 

please call the church office to update our records.  

       On March 31,  the congregation  of Two Rivers 

Church  was blessed to witness the baptism of 

Samuel Tomes, son of Jamie and Matt Tomes.   

“We Care”        

Gift Bags                

For Our       

Homebound 

   Sunday, June 2 will be 

the day to pick up “We 

Care” gift bags for our 

homebound members.                 

Please contact the office before May 30 if any 

homebound is diabetic or has any allergies, so we 

can include the appropriate treats for each diet. 

    If anyone wishes to make a monetary contribu-

tion to this worthy cause, please send your contri-

bution to the church office by May 30 and desig-

nate that it’s for the “We Care” gift bags. 

   Once again, volunteers will be needed to help 

with the delivery of these gift bags.   If you would 

like to help with delivery, please call or leave a 

message to: Avalon Gibson at (309)799-3124 or 

Judy Shryack at (309)798-9300. 

2019 STEAM’D Camp 

     Each day at STEAM’D Camp kids will do two 

workshops with either a Science, Technology/

Engineering, Arts, Music or Drama theme. When 

kids entering grades 1-7 register, they can pick their 

top three choices to help us divide them into groups 

based on age and choice. We will do our very best to 

make sure kids get into their top choice workshop, 

and the second workshop will be based on availabil-

ity and balance between the groups. Kids that are 

entering Preschool or Kindergarten will be kept in 

their own group and use more of a preschool model 

of smaller activities with these themes. 

     In addition to the two workshops, there will be a 

snack time when all the kids come together, and a 

closing worship experience to help tie all that the 

kids are doing together.  

     On Saturday night, June 15, everyone is invited 

out to Camp Milan for our STEAM’D Fair, picnic 

and movie night. This will be a chance for the kids to 

show off their work from the week. The music and 

poetry workshops will be sharing the songs and po-

ems they created. The arts kids will show off their 

work. The engineering kids will have the creations 

they made, and there will be demonstrations of the 

science projects the kids worked on. 

     There will also be a good, old-fashioned church 

potluck and cookout. As the sun goes down, we will 

have a movie night under the stars on the big 

screen. 

     There is no cost for STEAM’D Camp. A theme for 

the week will be announced shortly. Registration 

will be open soon online at www.tworiversumc.org!  

All parents will have forms and permissions to sign 

on the first day of camp. 

Reconcile Sermon Series Continues 

     2 Corinthians 5:19 “In other words, God was 

reconciling the world to himself through Christ, 

by not counting people's sins against them. He 

has trusted us with this message of reconcilia-

tion.” We are called to be a part of what Paul 

called “The Ministry of Reconciliation.” 

 

May 5      Family of Many Colors: Race   

      Numbers 12:1-15 

May 12    Truth Will Make Us Free: Gender 

      John 4:1-30; 39-42 

May 19     There’s Nothing to Prevent You: Orien-

       tation  -  Acts 8:26-40 

May 26     Living on the Margins: Age 

                Acts 20:7-12 

June 2       Another Plate at the Table: Class 

        1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

June 9       Another New Day Coming: Healing All 

       Acts 2:1-21 

Church Rummage Sale 

     The Children and Youth Ministry Team will be 

having a Church Rummage Sale this summer to 

fundraise for a mission trip to St. Louis with the 

kids and youth of Two Rivers. 

     The rummage sale will be held on Thursday, 

June 20 from 2-7 pm and Friday, June 21 from 8-1 

in the church fellowship hall. 

     The team would appreciate any items that you 

would like to donate for this rummage sale.   Items 

will be collected up until June 19th when we will 

be setting up and pricing in Epworth Hall.  

    Please look for more information in next 

months Compass on this great fundraiser.  



 

Mission Collection At                             

Annual Conference 

SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR                                   

HUMANITARIAN & DISASTER RELIEF 

AROUND THE WORLD AND AROUND THE 

CORNER.  

     Please make all checks payable to Two Rivers 

UMC with IGRC Advance Special #6620 in the 

memo line. The Midwest Mission truck will be at the 

Peoria Civic Center during Annual Conference on 

June 6th and June 7th. The church will be collecting 

items for tornado kits up until June 2nd.   Pastor 

Robb and/or our lay member to Annual Conference, 

Charlotte Peterson will deliver the items to the Mid-

west Mission truck while at Annual Conference. 

Tornado Kits 

Contain 

 2 Pairs Work Gloves 

 24 1-gallon resealable bags 

 2 Permanent Markers 

  1 Roll Duct Tape - prefer colored 

  2 Dust Masks - No surgical 

 24 Trash Bags - heavy duty - 33-45 gallon size 

 24 Clear / White Trash Bags - 20-33 gallon size 

 $9 Donation for 2 Totes - 18-gallon 

High School Graduation                            

Recognition  Sunday  

     On Sunday, May 26, Pastor Robb would 

like to take a moment to recognize a few 

members of Two Rivers Church who will be 

graduating from High School this spring.   

 

Mackenzie Nightingale 

Laurence Nkundimaua 

Autumn Glass 

 

If you are a member of Two Rivers and a High 

School student graduating this year but, are not 

listed above, please contact the church office. 

Invite To All Congregants  

     Please join us in celebrating 4 life events in 1 

day for Mackenzie Grace Marie Nightingale, Sun-

day, June 23rd 1:30-4:30pm at The Rock 

(Premier Party Facility) 1st Street Coal Valley, IL. 

*Refreshments will be Served 

#1 High School Graduation 

#2 Certified Nursing Assistant Gradation 

#3 18th Birthday Celebration (June 20th) 

#4 Leaving the nest to attend college in the fall 

  Thank you,  

   Jody and Sean  

Native American Sunday 

   May 5 is Native American Sunday.  Gifts to Native 

American Ministries Sunday fund scholarships for 

Native American seminarians and strengthen, devel-

op and equip Native American rural, urban and res-

ervation congregations, ministries and communities 

and annual conference Native American ministries. 

Please look for a special offering envelop e for 

NAMS in your May 5 Sunday bulletin and give gen-

erously.  Thank you. 
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IL. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Two Rivers 

United Methodist Church, 1820-5th Avenue, Rock Island, 

IL 61201. 

Newsletter deadline 

   The deadline for items for the June issue of the 

Compass is Thursday, May 23. Please have 

information or articles in by this deadline date.  

Thank you. 

Pastoral Leadership 
Rev. Robb McCoy 
mccoy@tworiversumc.org  
(815)514-3779 
 
Program Staff 
Director of Music 
Mark Swessinger 
mswess@mchsi.com 

Pianist 
Nancy Schwegler 
 
Ministers 
All of us 

Support Staff 
Church Office Manager 
Brianna Pollock 
office@tworiversumc.org 
 

Volunteer Financial Secretary 
Charlotte Peterson 
 

Nursery Attendants  
Mpawenayo Divera 
Kat Kvebasch 
Autumn Glass 
 

Church Custodian 
Ellen Martin 
 

Camp Milan Caretaker 
Kent Hessman 

1820 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

Office Phone: (309) 788-9384        email: office@tworiversumc.org 

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs. 8am—2pm & Wed. 8am—1pm 

Connect Online:  www.tworiversumc.org  —  www.facebook.com/RITwoRivers — twitter.com/RITwoRivers 
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Prayer Chain 

Charlotte Peterson    793-7783 

Nancy Cornish          788-7928 

Nancy Schwegler       788-7016 

   If you want the prayer chain to pray for your con-

cern or you wish to be part of this prayer ministry, 

please call one of the three contact   persons listed 

above.  They alert the remaining chain members.  


