
 
NAME: ________________________   

 

New Contact Information: 

 

Phone _______________________________  

Email _______________________________  

Address _____________________________  

 ____________________________________  

 First time guest 

 Returning guest 

 Looking for a 
church home 

 Member 

 Interested in 
membership or 
Baptism 

The children and youth ministries team need 
your help on Sundays and Wednesdays. We 
are a growing and vibrant ministry with many 
great volunteers and leaders.  

We have lead teachers for both Sunday 
school and Wednesday Night Live activities. 
We need adults who can help love our kids 
and youth. No need to do lesson plans, or 
do any preparation really. We just need peo-
ple who are willing to share their time and 
their love with the young people of Two Riv-
ers Church. 

 Sunday School K-5 helper 

 Sunday School Youth helper 

 Wednesday Night 6:00-7:00 helper  

 Wednesday Night 7:00-8:00 helper 

More detailed schedules are available at the 
back of the sanctuary to pick specific weeks 
you can help. 

September 15, 2019 
Announcements 

We are blessed by your presence, and pray that worship is meaningful for 
you. All are invited to remain after worship and enjoy some coffee and re-
freshments in the back of the sanctuary. You are invited to note your at-
tendance and mailing address on the blue attendance tear-off sheet found 
in each bulletin. This sheet may be placed in the offering plate during offer-
tory. We encourage family participation in worship.   We offer activity bags 
for children as well as a PRAYground area towards the front of the sanctu-
ary specially designed for young worshipers; please see an usher for more 
information. If desired, an adult-staffed nursery for children up to 5 years 
old is located in room 208.  Ushers can also provide you with large print 
bulletins if needed.  We extend a special welcome to you and trust you will 
experience God's presence today. 
 

Sunday School Classes  
Children’s Sunday School K—5th Grade @ 10:30am— 3rd Floor Room 302 
Youth/Confirmation Class 6th—12th Grade @10:30am—3rd Floor Room 
301  
Swahili Bible Study Class @10:45am—Former Handbell Room 
Adult Sunday School Class @ 10:45am—Asbury Parlor #210  
Lunch & Learn Bible Study Every Monday at Noon 
 

Sisterhood September’s Sisterhood Get-Together will be tomorrow, Sep-
tember 16 at 6:00p.m., at Bennigan’s located at 226 17th Street, Rock Island. 
We try to visit a different local restaurant each month.  All women are in-
vited to come.  Feel free to bring a friend.  Join us for devotions, dinner, 
fellowship and a fun evening out.  Contact Rita Anderson at  (309) 788-7150 
for more information. 
 

UMM Dining Books The Two Rivers United Methodist Men’s Club has now 
received the new 2019 - 2020 Quad Cities Dining Tour books. The dining 
books will be available at the church on Sunday mornings or you can con-
tact Harold Truitt at 309/755-2588 to purchase. While prices continue to 
rise, we once again are very pleased that the dining books remain at the low 
price of $35 per book. For those who enjoy dining out, the Quad Cities Din-
ing Tour books make a very affordable way to enjoy the many fine restau-
rants of the Quad Cities.  

Network: Two Rivers Sanctuary  
Password: TwoRivers2013 
www.TwoRiversUMC.org 

September 15, 2019 

Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 
 

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the oaks of Mamre while he sat at the entrance of 

his tent in the day’s heat. 2 He looked up and suddenly saw three men standing near 

him. As soon as he saw them, he ran from his tent entrance to greet them and bowed 

deeply. 3 He said, “Sirs, if you would be so kind, don’t just pass by your servant. 4 Let a 

little water be brought so you may wash your feet and refresh yourselves under the tree. 

5 Let me offer you a little bread so you will feel stronger, and after that you may leave 

your servant and go on your way—since you have visited your servant.” 

They responded, “Fine. Do just as you have said.” 

6 So Abraham hurried to Sarah at his tent and said, “Hurry! Knead three seahs of 

the finest flour and make some baked goods!” 7 Abraham ran to the cattle, took a 

healthy young calf, and gave it to a young servant, who prepared it quickly. 8 Then 

Abraham took butter, milk, and the calf that had been prepared, put the food in front of 

them, and stood under the tree near them as they ate. 

9 They said to him, “Where’s your wife Sarah?” 

And he said, “Right here in the tent.” 

10 Then one of the men said, “I will definitely return to you about this time next 

year. Then your wife Sarah will have a son!” 

Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were 

both very old. Sarah was no longer menstruating. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, think-

ing, I’m no longer able to have children and my husband’s old. 

13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Me give birth? At 

my age?’ 14 Is anything too difficult for the Lord? When I return to you about this time 

next year, Sarah will have a son.” 

15 Sarah lied and said, “I didn’t laugh,” because she was frightened. 

But he said, “No, you laughed.” 

The Lord was attentive to Sarah just as he had said, and the Lord carried out just 

what he had promised her. 2 She became pregnant and gave birth to a son for Abraham 

when he was old, at the very time God had told him. 3 Abraham named his son—the one 

Sarah bore him—Isaac. 4 Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days 

old just as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac 

was born. 6 Sarah said, “God has given me laughter. Everyone who hears about it will 

laugh with me.” 7 She said, “Who could have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

sons? But now I’ve given birth to a son when he was old!” 



September 15, 2019 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

 
NAME: _________________________________ 

Who would you like to see this prayer?  

 Pastor Only. Only the pastor will see this 
prayer. He will most likely see it and be in 
prayer for it on Monday morning. 

 Prayer Team. This is a small group that meets 
on Friday mornings to pray for the church and 
for the concerns that are brought forward. 

 Prayer Chain. These prayers will be sent to 
those who have signed up for prayer chain 
email. Names only will be printed in newslet-
ter if it is an ongoing need. 

Please be in prayer for: 

 _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________  

Please pray for this: 

 For this week only. 

 Until ________________________________  

 This is an ongoing need. 

I am interested in being a part of the Prayer Chain:  

 Email:  ______________________________  

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

Children’s Message –       “I Love Thy Kingdom” vs. 1 540 UMH       
 (All children are invited to the front.)  

 
Prayer for  Illumination 
All:  Holy and Gracious God, open us to your Spirit of truth and love. Let 

the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing 
to you, Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.  

 
Sermon Origin Stories, part 2 of 5  
  “Sarah laughs and Isaac is born” 
  Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 
 

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE 
Response Hymn “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”  - See Screen

   
Offering             “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”        - Runyan/arr. C. Rice 
  Nancy Schwegler, piano  
  
*Doxology  94 UMH 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving  (UM Book of worship, 1965) 

All: Holy and Gracious God, we remember the many ways you have de-

livered us. We remember that you saved us from slavery to sin and 

death and have made us a people empowered by your Spirit. We re-

member that your Kingdom may come when we give ourselves to 

your purposes. Use this offering so that more may remember whose 

they are. Use us all so more may remember your Love. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn     “Trust and Obey” vs. 1     467 UMH 

 

 *Blessing 

 

*Closing Hymn     “Trust and Obey” vs. 2     467 UMH 

 
*Postlude            “Prelude in Classic Style “           - G. Young  

*  You are invited to stand as you are able. 
FWS -The Faith We Sing (black hymnal)    

UMH- United Methodist Hymnal (red hymnal) 
Words of anthem/hymn reprinted under CCLI License 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
Announcements  - Beline Shukuru 
 

Prelude            “Glory Be to God on High” - arr. B. Ingram 
  Two Rivers Handbell Choir 
                                   
*Call to Worship  Psalm 19:1-4 

One:  Heaven is declaring God’s glory; the sky is proclaiming God’s handi-
work. 

All: One day gushes the news to the next, and one night informs anoth-
er what needs to be known. 

One:  Of course, there’s no speech, no words—their voices can’t be heard—. 
All: But their sound extends throughout the world; their words reach 

the ends of the earth. 
                                                
*Opening Praise         “I am Thine, O Lord”   419 UMH  
 

*Prayer of Confession      
All: Holy and Gracious God, we confess to you that we have forgotten 

our origins. We have forgotten where we come from, and whose we 
are. Help us to remember. When we fail to live up to who you have 
called us to be, help us to remember. When we fail to love our 
neighbor as ourselves, help us to remember. Forgive our forgetful-
ness, and restore us to new life. 

(Pause for silent reflection and confession) 
One: We may forget, but God’s love is steadfast. We may stray, but God’s 

love endures forever.  
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
 

Prayer Hymn “Take Time to Be Holy”   - see screen
 To the tune of  Hymn #395 

 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our dai-
ly bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
Choral Amen 
 

Anthem  “Praise the Lord”  - Handel/Hopson 
 Two Rivers Sanctuary Choir 


