
 
NAME: _______________________   

 

New Contact Information: 

 

Phone _______________________________  

Email ________________________________  

Address _____________________________  

 ____________________________________  

 First time guest 

 Returning guest 

 Looking for a 
church home 

 Member 

 Interested in 
membership or 
Baptism 

December 29, 2019 
Announcements 

We are blessed by your presence, and pray that worship is meaningful for you. 
All are invited to remain after worship and enjoy some coffee and refresh-
ments in the back of the sanctuary. You are invited to note your attendance 
and mailing address on the blue attendance tear-off sheet found in each bulle-
tin. This sheet may be placed in the offering plate during offertory. We encour-
age family participation in worship.   We offer activity bags for children as well 
as a PRAYground area towards the front of the sanctuary specially designed for 
young worshipers; please see an usher for more information. If desired, an 
adult-staffed nursery for children up to 5 years old is located in room 208.  
Ushers can also provide you with large print bulletins if needed.  We extend a 
special welcome to you and trust you will experience God's presence today. 
 

Sunday School Classes  
Children’s Sunday School K—5th Grade @ 10:30am— Room 302 
Youth Class 6th—12th Grade @10:30am—Room 301  
Swahili Bible Study Class @10:45am—Former Handbell Room 
Adult Sunday School Class @ 10:45am—Asbury Parlor #210  
Lunch & Learn Bible Study Every Monday At Noon 
 
Starting in 2020—The First Story 
Follow along with the First Story—a 14 week study of the Gospel of Mark. 
Pastor Robb will lead two classes during the week for those wanting to dig into 
the first story written about the life of Jesus. First Story will run from January 
until April, and  will follow the Gospel of Mark from the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry to his death on the cross. Each class will cover the passage that will be 
the focus of worship on the upcoming Sunday. By participating in the First Sto-
ry small groups, you will have a more dynamic worship experience.   
 
Un-Decorating the Church 
We will “Un-Decorate the Church” on Sunday afternoon, January 5, from 3:00 
pm until we are finished.  We need about 20 workers to get finished quickly.  If 
you haven’t signed up already and will be available to help on the 5th, please 
let Mark Swessinger or Nancy Schwegler know. 
 
UMM Super Bowl Pizzas The Two Rivers United Methodist Men’s Club is sell-
ing their annual Super Bowl Pizzas for 2020. They will be accepting orders for 
pizzas on a sign up sheet at the west entrance of the church on Sundays in Jan-
uary on the  5, 12, 19, and 26.  You may also order a pizza by contacting Har-
old Truitt (309)235-0445 or by email at hundle3@gmail.com. 

Network: Two Rivers Sanctuary  
Password: TwoRivers2013 
www.TwoRiversUMC.org 

December 29, 2019 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Baptism Renewal 

  

 I have been baptized and am coming 

to renew my covenant with God. 

 

 

 I have not been baptized, but would 

like to talk to Pastor Robb to learn 

more about what it means to be bap-

tized. Please offer me a blessing at this 

time. 

 

 

 I have not been baptized, and feel the   

Holy Spirit calling me to baptism now. 

Mark 1:1-20 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 2 happened 

just as it was written about in the prophecy of Isaiah: 

Look, I am sending my messenger before you. 

He will prepare your way, 

3 a voice shouting in the wilderness: 

        “Prepare the way for the Lord; 

        make his paths straight.” 

4 John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized to 

show that they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive 

their sins. 5 Everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem went out to the 

Jordan River and were being baptized by John as they confessed their sins. 6 John 

wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7 He announced, “One stronger than I am is coming after 

me. I’m not even worthy to bend over and loosen the strap of his sandals. 8 I bap-

tize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John baptized 

him in the Jordan River. 10 While he was coming up out of the water, Jesus saw 

heaven splitting open and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down on him. 11 And 

there was a voice from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I 

find happiness.” 

12 At once the Spirit forced Jesus out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the 

wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among the wild animals, and 

the angels took care of him. 

14 After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good 

news, 15 saying, “Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your 

hearts and lives, and trust this good news!” 

16 As Jesus passed alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon and 

Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, 

follow me,” he said, “and I’ll show you how to fish for people.” 18 Right away, 

they left their nets and followed him. 19 After going a little farther, he saw James 

and John, Zebedee’s sons, in their boat repairing the fishing nets. 20 At that very 

moment he called them. They followed him, leaving their father Zebedee in the 

boat with the hired workers. 



December 29, 2019 
The First Sunday of Christmas 

 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

 
NAME: _________________________________ 

Who would you like to see this prayer?  

 Pastor Only. Only the pastor will see this 
prayer. He will most likely see it and be in 
prayer for it on Monday morning. 

 Prayer Team. This is a small group that meets 
on Friday mornings to pray for the church and 
for the concerns that are brought forward. 

 Prayer Chain. These prayers will be sent to 
those who have signed up for prayer chain 
email. Names only will be printed in newslet-
ter if it is an ongoing need. 

Please be in prayer for: 

 _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________  

Please pray for this: 

 For this week only. 

 Until ________________________________  

 This is an ongoing need. 

I am interested in being a part of the Prayer Chain:  

 Email:  ______________________________  

WESLEY’S COVENANT RENEWAL 
Invitation to Covenant 
Commit yourself to Christ as his servants, Give yourselves to him, that you may belong 

to him. Christ has many services to be done. Some are more easy and honorable, 
others are more difficult and disgraceful in the eyes of our society. 

In some we may please Christ and please ourselves. In others we cannot please Christ 
except by denying ourselves. It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it 
means to be a servant of Christ. 

 
Covenant Prayer  see insert 
 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
One Let us pray: Eternal Father, when nothing existed but chaos, you swept over 

the waters and brought forth light. In the days of Noah, you saved those on the 
ark through water. When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them 
to freedom through the sea. You brought their children to the land you prom-
ised through the waters of the Jordan. 

All: Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God’s mercy every day. 
One In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was 

baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan, and anointed by your Spirit. He 
called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to 
make disciples of all nations. 

All: Declare his works in the nations, his glory among all people. 
One: Pour out your Holy Spirit and call us to remember the gift of grace declared to 

us in our baptism. As you have called to us to renew our covenant, so now we 
seal it with the water, that through dying and rising with Christ, we may share 
in this covenant victory. 

All All praise to you, eternal Creating God the Father, Redeeming God the 
Son, and Sustaining God the Holy Spirit. Amen.    

   
Affirmation of Baptism 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All: We give thanks for all that God has already given us. As members of the 

body of Christ and in this congregation of the United Methodist Church, we 

will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our 

presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn     “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” vs. 1     240 UMH 

 *Blessing 

*Closing Hymn        “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” vs. 3     240 UMH 

 
*Postlude  “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”             - M. Helman 

 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

Announcements  - Robb McCoy 
 
Prelude “Good King Wenceslas” - arr. Virgil Fox 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed us 

for your own.  
As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and to enter a new cov-

enant with you, reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us.  
Let your spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, and receive us in mercy, 

for the sake of our mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever, Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” vs 1, 3 224 UMH 
 
Offering “The First Noel”  - Sharon Elery Rogers 
  
*Doxology  94 UMH 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving   

All: Incarnate God, you made yourself known to us as a child, born of a woman 

so that we may share the experience of being human. You gave yourself 

fully in the name of love and grace. We are your people, so we offer our-

selves to you. We know that our gift is imperfect, but you can use all 

things for your purposes. Use this gift for your honor, glory, and Kingdom 

forever. Amen. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

Children’s Message –          “Love Came Down at Christmas” vs. 1         242UMH       
                (All children are invited to the front.)  

 
Prayer for  Illumination 
All:  Holy and Gracious God, open us to your Spirit of truth and love. Let the 

words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing to you 
Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.  

 
Sermon “The beginning of the Good News” - Rev. Robb McCoy 
  Mark 1:1-20 
 
Response in Song    “Angels We Have Heard on High” vs 1, 4 238 UMH  

*  You are invited to stand as you are able. 
FWS -The Faith We Sing (black hymnal)    

UMH- United Methodist Hymnal (red hymnal) 
Words of anthem/hymn reprinted under CCLI License 


