
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting 
 

Call to Worship 
One:  Gracious God, we bring you the broken parts of ourselves.  
All:  Hem us in before and behind.  
One:  Creator God, we bring you the joyful parts of ourselves.  
All:  Weave us together in hope and praise.  
One:  God of new life, we bring you doubt and faith knotted up in 

our hearts.  
All:  Unravel our doubt. Weave faith into our hearts. Draw us 

together and point us toward you.  
One:  In hope and faith we pray. In hope and faith we worship.  
All:  Amen.  

 

Prayer of Confession  

Like the woman at the well, we so often are unraveled by 
shame. We carry shame for broken relationships. We carry 
shame for being unable to balance work and parenting, tith-
ing and bills, productivity and Sabbath. We get stuck in a 
comparison game and in critical self-monologues, Consumed 
with the nagging feeling that we should be able to do more. 
Forgive us for forgetting that we are made in your image. 
Forgive us for forgetting that you see us and love us as we 
are. Unravel the shame that unravels us. Gratefully we pray, 
Amen.  

 

Words of Assurance and Passing of the Peace 

 

Hymn  #126       “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Offering and Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
Hymn       “Our Shame Feels Like A Spiral”     - See Attached 

   
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
 

John 4:1-29 
Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was making more disci-

ples and baptizing more than John (2 although Jesus’ disciples were baptizing, not 

Jesus himself). Therefore, he left Judea and went back to Galilee. 
Jesus had to go through Samaria. He came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, 

which was near the land Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was 
there. Jesus was tired from his journey, so he sat down at the well. It was about 
noon. 

A Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give 
me some water to drink.” His disciples had gone into the city to buy him some 
food. 

The Samaritan woman asked, “Why do you, a Jewish man, ask for something 
to drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (Jews and Samaritans didn’t associate 
with each other.) 

Jesus responded, “If you recognized God’s gift and who is saying to you, 
‘Give me some water to drink,’ you would be asking him and he would give you 
living water.” 

The woman said to him, “Sir, you don’t have a bucket and the well is deep. 
Where would you get this living water? You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, 
are you? He gave this well to us, and he drank from it himself, as did his sons and 
his livestock.” 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks from the water that I will give will never be thirsty again. The wa-
ter that I give will become in those who drink it a spring of water that bubbles up 
into eternal life.” 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will never be thirsty 
and will never need to come here to draw water!” 

 Jesus said to her, “Go, get your husband, and come back here.” 
The woman replied, “I don’t have a husband.” 
“You are right to say, ‘I don’t have a husband,’” Jesus answered. “You’ve had 

five husbands, and the man you are with now isn’t your husband. You’ve spoken 
the truth.” 

The woman said, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped 
on this mountain, but you and your people say that it is necessary to worship in 
Jerusalem.” 

Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the time is coming when you and 
your people will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 
and your people worship what you don’t know; we worship what we know be-
cause salvation is from the Jews. But the time is coming—and is here!—when true 
worshippers will worship in spirit and truth. The Father looks for those who wor-
ship him this way. God is spirit, and it is necessary to worship God in spirit and 
truth.” 

The woman said, “I know that the Messiah is coming, the one who is called 
the Christ. When he comes, he will teach everything to us.” 

Jesus said to her, “I Am—the one who speaks with you.” 
Just then, Jesus’ disciples arrived and were shocked that he was talking with 

a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with 
her?” The woman put down her water jar and went into the city. She said to the 
people, “Come and see a man who has told me everything I’ve done! Could this 
man be the Christ?” 

 

Sermon          “Samaritan Woman”  
 

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Blessing 

Postlude 

July 26, 2020. The 8th Sunday after Pentecost. Part eight of “Unraveled” series. 





Pastor 
Robb McCoy, mccoy@tworiversumc.org 
 
Program Staff 
Director of Music 
Mark Swessinger, mswess@mchsi.com 
 
Organist 
Michael Smith 
 
Organist Emeritus 
Judith Litherland 
 
Ministers 
All of us 

 
Lay Leader 
Susan Lorenzen 
 
Support Staff 
Church Office Manager 
Brianna Pollock, office@tworiversumc.org 
 
Volunteer Financial Secretary 
Charlotte Peterson 
 
Nursery Attendants 
Divera Mpawenayo 
Autumn Glass 
 

Church Custodian 
Ellen Martin 
 
Camp Milan Caretaker 
Kent Hessman 
 

Two Rivers United Methodist Church 
1820 5th Ave. Rock Island, IL 61201 

 
Office Phone: (309)788-9384 

 
Email: office@tworiversumc.org 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK: John 4:23 

“The time is coming—and is here—when true worshippers will worship in spirit and truth.” 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS   

 Monday  John 4:30-45 

 Tuesday  John 12:1-11 

 Wednesday  John 13:1-9   

 Thursday  John 11:1-16  

 Friday  John 14:1-11 

 Saturday  John 20:11-18 

 

CARING CONVERSATIONS or REFLECTIONS 

 Thinking about this week’s  story: The Samaritan Woman at the well, after realizing that 

Jesus was a prophet, asked the most important question that addressed the division be-

tween the Jews and Samaritans. If you had a similar opportunity, what would be your 

question? 

Coming Next: 

“Unraveled” 

 Aug 2 Thomas Questions  John 20:19-29 

 Aug 9 Moses’s Mother Relinquishes  Exodus 1:22, 2:10 

    Aug 16 Job Laments  Job 28:12-28 



Subscribe to the Two Rivers e-newsletter by going to 

http://tworiversumc.org/subscribe 

 

This week’s Connections Schedule: 

 

Sunday 10:30-11:30—Adult Sunday School  

Monday 12:00-1:00 — Bible Study  

Wednesday 12:00-12:30—Devotion and Prayer   

Thursday 7:30-8:30—Pub Theology*  

 

Zoom Room ID: 961-006-728  

Zoom Password: 029397  

Phone Number: 312-626-6799 

*Pub Theology has a different Zoom code.  


