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TITLE: Who will you invite?

Luke 18:31-19:10 Jesus heals a blind man and meets Zacchaeus

Once again, the Narrative Lectionary pairs two
stories that are usually kept separate. The setting of
these stories is an important part of what is happening.
In the first part, Jesus is entering Jericho and meets a
blind man at the city gate. In the second part, Jesus is
passing through Jericho and meets a tax collector
named Zacchaeus.

Jesus is passing through Jericho on his way to Jeru-
salemn. He has told his followers that in Jerusalem he is
going to be arrested, tortured, and murdered. Immed:-
ately after this prediction he comes upon these two
men—and by holding the stones together we realize

that this is a story of two men who want to see, but

are blocked by the crowds.

First, the blind man shouts “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me,” and the people try to quiet him
down. Why would they do such a thing? This is Jeri-
cho on the eve of the Passover celebration. Jercho is a
city that has deep roots in the history of Ismel. Jercho
was where Joshua's army first entered the Promised
Land. It was the victory at Jericho that led the He-
brews into the land that would become united under
David’s rule.

The man calling Jesus “Son of David” was conjur-
ing deep nationalist pride. Here, in the city of victory
he was calling Jesus a King. This is dangerous talk. Jer-
icho had a king. It was Herod, and he was King be-
cause R.ome said he could be. The Emperor was the
ulomate King, not this “Son of David.” Speaking any-
thing different was treason—punishable by death.
Death on a cross.

Yet Jesus hears the man, and finds out that the man

simply wants to see. The blind man saw more clearly
than the crowds that wanted to shush him. Jesus grants

him sight, and continues into the city.

There, he
meets Fac-
chaeus, an-
other man
who wanted
to see. Fac-
chaeus climbs
a tree to see
Jesus because, Zacchaeus in Jericho, within the Romanian
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man, the

people crowd him out. Yet Zacchaeus defends him-
self. Your Bible may say that Zaccaeus tells Jesus that
he “will give half his wealth to the poor.” That how-
ever, is a bad translation of the Greek. The tense does
no reflect the word “will.” Zacchaeus says, “1 give half
of my wealth.” This is not a promise of a future
change of heart. This is Zacchaeus descobing what he
already does. This is not the story of Zacchaeus’s con-
version. This is the story of the crowd keeping a son
of Abraham out of God’s family, and Jesus inviting
him back in.

Twice the people try to exclude someone from
Jesus’ presence. The blind man & hushed. The tax col-
lector is forced up a tree. Jesus, on his way to his own
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two into his fold.

Jesus invites them to take their place in the family
of God. We are called to do the same. We are a peo-
ple of invitation. Too often the church acts as the
crowds, pushing the inconvenient out of the way. In-
stead, we should be always inviing others to be a part
of God's family. We are all, as Jesus says, children of
Abraham.



