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May Sermon Series: Witness 

     We are witnesses to Resurrection. At the as-

cension, both at the end of the Gospel of Luke 

and at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, 

Jesus tells his disciples that they are to be wit-

nesses. In May we are looking at the stories of 

the early church and Paul’s letter to the Gala-

tians. We’re reminded of our call to be witnesses 

to resurrection, transformation, and the coming 

of the Kingdom of God.  

 

May 2 -- Acts 15:1-18, The Jerusalem Council 

makes a decision based on Scripture and what 

they have witnessed in the new Gentile Chris-

tians. 

 

May 9 -- Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21, Paul shares 

his own testimony and the conflict he had with 

Peter. 

 
May 16 -- Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29; Paul describes 

the new community that is free of human-made 

barriers. 

 

May 23 -- Acts 2:1-4 and Galatians 4:1-7;  The 

Holy Spirit descends upon the first followers of 

Jesus, and Paul witnesses the fruits of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Pentecost is May 23 

After Pentecost:                                          
The Ten Commandments 

 

     After Pentecost we will begin a new series that takes 
a deeper look at the Ten Commandments. These basic 

tenets of our faith are often pushed aside and treated 

as relics of an ancient past, or engraved into statues 

and treated like an idol. Instead, we will examine 

them to see how they apply to our lives today. They 

are truly the “Words of Life.”  

     Guided by Adam Hamilton’s book, “Words of Life,” 

we will start a six-week study on the Ten Command-

ments on May 30. This series will take us through the 

first half of the summer before we begin another six-

part series in July called “Freeing Jesus,” based on a 

book by the same name by Diana Butler Bass. 

Adult Sunday School: Love Notes:       
The shorter letters of Paul 

     The first three Sundays of May we will continue to 

look at the letters of Paul. On May 2 we will study Phi-
lemon. On May 9 and 16 we will study Galatians. The 

Adult class has not decided if they will meet all sum-

mer. For now, the class meets in Epworth Hall as well 

as Zoom. A camera, microphone, and projector are set 

up in Epworth Hall to help connect those who are 

there in person with those who are connecting via the 

internet. The class meets at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. 

At the same time, children and youth Sunday school 

meets in the back of the church sanctuary and the Af-

rican Class meets in the African Classroom (the for-

mer Bell Choir room). 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 
 
 

2              
9:30 am In-
person Worship 
Service 
10:30am In-
person/Zoom 
Sunday School 
2:00 pm FB/
YouTube Worship 

3 

 

12:00 pm Zoom 
Lunch and Learn 
Bible Study 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 
 
6:00 pm Hand-
bell Choir Re-
hearsal  

6 

 
 
 

7 

 

8 
 
 
12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 
 
 

9 
Happy        

Mother’s Day 
9:30 am In-
person Worship 
Service 
10:30am In-
person/Zoom 
Sunday School 
2:00 pm FB/
YouTube Worship 

10 

 

12:00 pm Zoom 
Lunch and Learn 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Zoom 
Leadership Meet-
ing 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 

 
6:00 pm Hand-
bell Choir Re-
hearsal  

13 
 

 
 
 
 

 

14 

 

15 
 
 
12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 
 

 

16              
9:30 am In-
person Worship 
Service 
10:30am In-
person/Zoom 
Sunday School 
2:00 pm FB/
YouTube Worship 

17 

 

12:00 pm Zoom 
Lunch and Learn 
Bible Study 

18 

 

 
 

19 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 
 
6:00 pm Hand-
bell Choir Re-
hearsal  

20 

 
June 

Compass               
Deadline 

21 

 

 

22 
 
9 am YWCA 
Race Against 
Racism  
 
12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 

23 Pentecost 
9:30 am In-
person Worship 
Service 
10:30am In-
person/Zoom 
Sunday School 
2:00 pm FB/
YouTube Worship 
 
30 Peace w/ 
Justice Sunday 
9:30 am In-
person Worship 
Service 
10:30am In-
person/Zoom 
Sunday School 
2:00 pm FB/
YouTube Worship 

24 
 
 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
Lunch and Learn 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
31 
 

Happy             
Memorial Day 

 
Office Closed 

25 26 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 
 
6:00 pm Hand-
bell Choir Re-
hearsal  

27 
 
 

28 29 
 
 
11:00 am Oper-
ation Safety Net 
 
12:00 pm Satur-
day Meal Site 

2021 



Two Rivers 
Prayers Presence Gifts Service 

 

Remember in Prayer- 

Betty Taylor, Barb Nightingale, Judy Litherland and 

Summer Etzel Volk   
 

Our presence— 

April 4  Livestream Worship ≈  30 

   Parking Lot - = 46 

April 11  In-Person = 36 

   Streaming ≈ 10 

April 18  In-Person - = 34 

   Streaming ≈ 15 

April 25  In-person = 40 

   Streaming ≈ 15 
 

Our gifts— 

General Fund Offerings 

April 4—11   $9,154.44 

April 18   $2,616.12 

April 25  $1,517.63 
 

Our Service  -  

Members of the community served at             

Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site & Operation 

Safety Net (OSN): 

April 3  — 79 Meal Site 

April 10  — 80 Meal Site 

April 17  — 79 Meal Site 

April 24  —  84 Meal Site, 59 OSN  

     United Methodist Men, Sisterhood 
& Two Rivers Readers 

     Due to the continuing pandemic and everyone 

waiting to get vaccinated,  the United Methodist 
Men, Sisterhood and the Two Rivers Readers 

have decided to not hold any get-togethers until 

further notice.  Please keep each other in your 

prayers.  Be well in mind, body and spirit.  
2 May   Sandra Atkinson 

4 May  Charlotte Peterson 

5 May  Kole Littlejohn 

8 May   Roger Pohlman 

10 May  Marcia Rose 

12 May  David Nduwikunda 

15 May  Avalon Gibson 

20 May  Gay Nefzger 

26 May  Calla Kean 

26 May  Ellen Andrews 

31 May  Bonnie Combs 

 

If you have a birthday in May and we’ve missed it, 
please call the church office to update our records.  

Sunday Morning         
Ushers Needed 

    As we begin to gather 

again in the sanctuary on 

Sunday morning, there is a 

need for more ushers.  The 

usher duties at this time 

have been reduced due the our new COVID-19 

procedures.  If you are interested in learning 

more about being an usher please see an usher at 

the end of Sunday service or call the church of-

fice. 

Monday Offering Counter Needed 

     Our Financial Secretary  is in need of a volun-

teer to help count the offer on the 3rd Monday of  

every other month at 9 a.m. If you are a member 

of Two Rivers and would like to assist the church 

is this way, please contact Charlotte Peterson at 

char1728@aol.com or call the church office. 

Two Rivers Church Events 

    As the year moves forward, and more people 

are vaccinated, we want to get back to our Two 

Rivers Church events.  

     Here are some events we made be able to look 

forward to: September —Pet Fest. October - 

Trunk or Treat and November—our Thanksgiving 

dinner at Camp Milan.  

     So much will depend on the COVID-19 virus 

and the number of people being vaccinated. We 

will have more information in upcoming issues of 

the Compass.   

       Evangelism/Discipleship Team 

   Gifts on Peace with Justice Sunday fund programs 

that advocate for peace and justice in the United 

States and around the world. These programs empow-

er United Methodists to speak out for removing struc-

tures and systems that harm God’s children globally.  

A special Peace with Justice offering envelope will be 

available in your Sunday bulletin on May 30.  Thank 

you in advance for your contributions.  

Two Rivers High School Seniors 

     On Sunday, May 30, Pastor Robb would like to 

take a moment to recognize a few members of 

Two Rivers Church and youth group participants 

who will be graduating from High School this 

spring.   

Emma Pollock 

Yvette Aishakay 

Kaeleen Smith 

Gabe Nightingale 

Keith Glass 

Colton Degen 

 

If you are a member of Two Rivers and a High 

School student graduating this year but, are not 

listed above, please contact the church office. 

“We Care”               
Gift Bags For                  

Our Homebound 

   Sunday, June 6  will be the 

day to pick up “We Care” gift 

bags for our homebound 

members.                  

     Please contact the office 

before May 30 if any homebound is diabetic or 

has any allergies, so we can include the appropri-

ate treats for each diet. 

       Once again, volunteers will be needed to help 
with the delivery of these gift bags.   If you would 

like to help with delivery, please call or leave a 

message to: Avalon Gibson at (309)799-3124 or 

Judy Shryack at (309)798-9300. 

Office Closed 

The Church office will be closed on Mon-

day, May 31 in observance of Memorial 

Day. 

New Online 
Giving         

Platform at                          
Tworiver-
sumc.org 

     We're excited to share that we’ve 

launched a new way of giving online 

at Two Rivers Church through 

Tithe.ly, a safe and secure giving platform that allows 

you to give one-time or recurring gifts!   

You can get started by using one of the below options. 

 

1.  Website Giving:  

Go to www.tworiversumc.org to give through the 

church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any 

time.  

2.  Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store 

(iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've 

downloaded the app select your church and follow the 

same steps as above. 

 

     If it is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be 

given the option to create an account that you can use 

for all future gifts.  Creating an account is not neces-

sary to give however, it does make future giving easier. 

Two Rivers Donate    

QR Code 



 

 

 

     With vaccinations increasing and new cases levelling out we will continue gathering in the sanctuary 

for worship at 9:30 a.m.  We  will continue to strive to produce excellent worship and discipleship minis-

tries online as well. The Worship at Home videos are released at 2:00 p.m. ever Sundays. 

     Grace and flexibility continue to be important values as we meet in the sanctuary. All  safety precautions 

and procedures remain in place at this time.  All of these policies and procedures are based on guidance from 

the CDC and the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church, and have been discussed 

in great length by our Re-Entry Task force. Any changes will be published in the June edition of The Com-

pass. 

 
•  Masks must be worn at all times. Well-fitted and properly worn masks (over both mouth and 

nose) are the most important thing we can do to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

• The West Entrance will be closed to limit foot traffic through the more narrow hallways of the 

church. The doors on 5th Avenue and the accessible entrance on 19 th Street will be the only ways 

to get into the sanctuary. 

•  At the two entrances, ushers will ask permission to use scanners to take guests’ temperatures. If the 

temperature is over 100, people will be asked to return home. 

• Every other pew will be roped off to help guests sit with the adequate six feet of separation. 

Family units may sit together, separated from other units. 

• The tables in the back of the sanctuary have been removed. 

• Bulletins will be placed in the pews. Guests are asked to fill out the attendance slip each and 

every Sunday and leave it in their seat as they leave. 

• A photo of the congregation will be taken by Pastor Robb at the beginning of the service. This 

will aid in contact tracing if the need arises. 

• All music will be either pre-recorded or leader-sung. The congregation is asked not to sing at this 

time and there will not be responsive readings. The Lord’s Prayer will be recited, but voices 

should be kept low and heads bowed. 

• The offering plates will not be passed through the pews. Instead, offering stations will be placed 

at the exits of the sanctuary. 

• There will not be a coffee and refreshments time after the service. 

• Rows will be dismissed one at a time so as to avoid “clumping” on the way out of the sanctuary. 

• The entire service will last around 45 minutes. 

• The balcony will be open. 

• All bathrooms will remain open. 
• The nursery will not be open. 

• Sunday school will take place after the service. 

 Adult Sunday school class led by Pastor Robb will meet in Epworth Hall at 10:45 a.m. A 

     Zoom option will be available to those who want to participate from home. 

 Kids Sunday school will meet in the back of the sanctuary. 

 The African Sunday school class will meet in the Swahili Class Room on the 1st floor.  

 

     All of these policies are set for the entire month of May. We will do our best to evaluate how things are go-

ing. We will also remain vigilant in monitoring the situation according to the Rock Island County 

Health Department numbers and the guidelines set out by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

If cases rise significantly in the area it is possible that we will move back to online worship only. If cases 

in the area continue to dip, some of these precautions may be loosened. For now, both the Monday 

Bible study and the Wednesday Prayer Service will remain online only. 

Newsletter deadline 

   The deadline for items for the June issue of the 

Compass is Thursday, May 20. Please have infor-

mation or articles in by this deadline date.  Thank 
you. 

Pastoral Leadership 
Rev. Robb McCoy 
mccoy@tworiversumc.org  
(815)514-3779 
 

Program Staff 
Director of Music 
Mark Swessinger 
mswess@mchsi.com 
 

Organist Emeritus 
Judith Litherland 
 

Ministers 
All of us 

Support Staff 
Church Office Manager 
Brianna Pollock 
office@tworiversumc.org 
 

Volunteer Financial Secretary 
Charlotte Peterson 
 

Nursery Attendants  
Mpawenayo Divera 
Autumn Glass 
 
Church Custodian 
Ellen Martin 
 

Camp Milan Caretaker 
Kent Hessman 

1820 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 
Office Phone: (309) 788-9384        email: office@tworiversumc.org 

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8 am—2 pm 
Connect Online:  www.tworiversumc.org  —  www.facebook.com/RITwoRivers — twitter.com/RITwoRivers 
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Prayer Chain 

Charlotte Peterson    793-7783 

Nancy Schwegler       781-5334 

 

   If you want the prayer chain to pray 

for your concern or you wish to be part of this prayer 

ministry, please call one of the persons listed above.  

They alert the remaining chain members.  


