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Worship Every Sunday at 9:30 AM 

The Lord’s prayer is at the heart of the Christian faith. It is said every 

Sunday by millions of Christians, memorized by young and old. I hear 

it every Sunday coming from children’s voices from our PRAYground 

kids’ corner, and I have heard it from the mouths of elderly in 

memory care. It is a central part of Christian faith – and the structure 

of the prayer itself reveals a centrality that can shape our faith. 

There are eight phrases in the prayer. The first is an introduction that 

is more radical than most realize. “Our Father in heaven” tells us 

three incredible things. This is “our” prayer. When we pray, we pray 

in community. Even when we follow Jesus’ instruction to pray by 

ourselves, we are still in community. Christianity is a team sport. This 

is a prayer to “father.” This is a relational God. This is a God who, in 

God’s very nature, is in relationship. We are praying to a God of love 

and intimacy and connection, not only a God of transcendent power 

and mystical spirituality. This divine Father knows us, and lives “In 

heaven” and not in Rome. We are praying to God who is communal, 

relational, and NOT the Emperor (who also claimed fatherhood over 

all people).  

The introduction out of the way, we are left with seven statements. 

These can be grouped in threes and fours, but the center statement 

overlaps them all: 

• Make your name holy 

• Your will kingdom come 

• Your will be done 

• Give us our bread for today. 

• Forgive our wrongdoing 

• Lead us not into temptation 

• Deliver us from evil. 

The first four all positive, NAME, KINGDOM, WILL, BREAD. The next 

three are all negative things to avoid WRONGDOING, TEMPTATION, 

EVIL. The middle one is BREAD. 

The first three are all YOUR: your name, your kingdom, your will. The 

last four are all OUR: Our bread, our wrongdoing, lead us, deliver us. 

The middle one is OUR bread. 

This prayer, which I may add comes at the center of the Sermon on 

the Mount, reveals to 

us the cetner of our 

faith. The structure 

suggests that “Give us 

our bread for today” 

is the fulcrum. And 

just like the address 

reminds us that this 

prayer is communal, 

relational, and not to 

Rome, our daily bread 

is also communal, 

relational, and not 

from Rome. 

“Give us our bread for 

today,” is the center 

of our faith and Jesus ministry. It is a reminder of God’s provision in 

the wilderness of exile. It is a reminder of the admonish to not 

horde. Bread is an integral part of community. It brings people to-

gether. The etymology of our word “Companion,” means literally 

“With Bread.” Bread and community go hand in hand.  

Bread is relational. Breaking bread is a means to deeper intimacy and 

relationship. Breaking bread is a chance to grow, share, and experi-

ence nourishment. Is it any wonder that one of Jesus’ last acts with 

his disciples (or should I say companions) was to break bread? When 

he wanted them to remember him, he broke bread. When the disci-

ples encountered on the road to Emmaus, they didn’t recognize him 

until he broke bread. 

This bread is not from Rome. While the Emperor famously used 

bread and circus to keep people trapped in poverty appeased, Jesus 

is reminding us that we do not seek the bread of – or from – the Em-

peror. We seek the bread of God, the bread of heaven, the bread of 

life. Our bread nourishes body and our bread nourishes the spirit.  

The Lord’s Prayer communicates the heart of Christianity. It com-

municates the desire for the Kingdom of Heaven to be made known, 

and at the center of that Kingdom is Our Father who gives us today 

the bread we need. May we be purveyors of this bread as we build 

community and work for just relationship with others. 

Sermon on the Mount: Prayer 
Sermon from January 29, 2023 

Scripture: Matthew 6:7-21 

Sermon on the Mount, Carl Bloch, 1877 
Credit: Wikimedia commons. 
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KEY VERSE FOR SUNDAY, Matthew 7:12 — “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the 

law and the prophets.”  

Further Reflection: It matters to God and to our community in how we treat other people. Can you name one way at work 

or school that you responded to someone with kindness? Forgiveness? Love?  

Thinking about next Sunday: Jesus teaches the people about the kingdom of God through a series of parables or small sto-

ries. Tell a brief story from your day.  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  

Feb. 5 Sun. Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29   Built on the Rock             

Feb. 6 Mon. Matthew 7:15-23  Teaching on False Prophets   

Feb. 7 Tue. Matthew 8:1-13  Healing Leprosy                            

Feb. 8 Wed. Matthew 8:14-27  Healing, Following, Calming  

Feb. 9 Thu. Matthew 8:28-34        Healing the Demon-Possessed  

Feb. 10 Fri. Matthew 9:1-8            Forgiving Sins, Healing Bodies  

Feb. 11 Sat. Matthew 9:9-17           Tax Collectors and Fasting  

  

UPCOMING SCRIPTURES AND THEMES: 

 Feb. 5 Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29  Sermon on the Mount, part 3 (Golden rule, speck in the eye, wise builders) 

  Feb. 12 Parable of the Kingdoms            Matthew 13:24-43                                                                                                

 Feb. 19    Transfiguration                                 Matthew 16:24– 17:8 

Reconciling Conversations Recap 
Our third Reconciliating Conversations on Sunday fo-

cused on Tradition — and what the Church has said about 
same-sex relationships over the centuries. We also gave 
space for those in attendance to give voice to their misgiv-
ings and fears about this process. A few important notes: 

• The concept of falling in love then getting married is a 
new concept. Marriage has evolved, and much of the 
terminology has its roots in animal “husbandry.”  

• In early Church, marriage was only a Roman ritual, and 
was discouraged among Christ-followers. 

• The Church’s attitude toward same-sex unions is not 
monolithic. Despite what some claim, there has not 
been unanimity in 2000 years of condemning same-sex 
unions. 

• The idea that Greek had three neat categories of love—
agape, eros, filia, which were akin to “Godly love,” 
“romantic love”, and “brotherly love,” respectively—is 
not accurate. It is much too simple, and there were 
many examples of these concepts of love overlapping. 

• There are many ancient rituals of same-sex bonding. 
There are written liturgies for “Brotherhood Rituals,” 
and while many have argued that these were only for 
friends who wanted to be “like brothers,” it seems 
equally likely that these were same-gendered partner-
ships that included romantic love and sexuality. 

If you would like to arrange a personal conversation with Pastor Robb about 

these Reconciling Conversations, please contact the church office. It is also 

possible to listen in via Zoom. Next Sunday we will cover “Experience.” 

Some of the named fears and misgivings 

• A few voiced concern over the financial ramifications of leaving the 

United Methodist Church. Pastor Robb made it clear that this is not 

what we are doing. Making a welcome/mission statement would 

not mean that we are leaving the denomination. 

• A few voiced concern over those who may disagree and wondered 

if they would still feel included.  

• Another church in the area recently voted to be inclusive toward 

LGBTQ marriages and clergy. The vote was not unanimous, but 

those who voted against it stayed in the church. 


