
April 30, 2023 
Announcements 

 

We are blessed by your presence, and pray that worship is meaningful 
for you. You are invited to note your attendance and mailing address on 
the blue attendance tear-off sheet found in each bulletin. This sheet may 
be placed in the collection bowl at the front of the sanctuary at the end 
of the service. We encourage family participation in worship. We can 
provide activity bags for children upon request. Please see an usher for 
more information. Ushers can also provide you with large print bulletins 
if needed. We extend a special welcome to you and trust you will experi-
ence God's presence today. 

Adult Sunday School—10:45 am  in Asbury Parlor 
Family Sunday School—10:45 am starts in Epworth Hall   
Swahili Sunday School—10:45 am in the Swahili Class   
 
Adult Sunday School The Adult Class study of the Book of Acts contin-
ues with  Session 3, "Discernment and change."  Author Matthew Skinner 
helps us explore six key ways this book illustrates what is the work of the 
church and the challenges of living faithfully in a changing world.  Come 
join us at 10:45 Sundays in Asbury Parlor.   
 
Discipleship Schedule Monday Bible Study meets in-person every week in 
Epworth Hall at noon. Wednesday Prayer & Devotion Time also contin-
ues to meet on Facebook Live and Zoom at noon every week. Zoom 
Meeting ID # for Wednesday is 961 006 728. The Zoom meeting can also 
be joined by phone simply by dial 312-626-6799. Once connected, dial 
the Meeting ID # 961 006 728, and you will join in the conversation.   

 

Fill the Wagon Sunday May 7 will be ‘Fill the Wagon Sunday’ for our 
Little Free Pantry.  We will be asking the congregation to help fill a little 
wagon in the sanctuary with items for the Little Free Panty.  Pick up a list 
of suggested item today from the back table in sanctuary or on your way 
out in the west entrance.   

 

 

Network: Two Rivers Sanctuary  
Password: TwoRivers2013 
www.TwoRiversUMC.org 

April 30, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
NAME: _______________________   

 

New Contact Information: 

Phone _______________________________  

Email _______________________________  

Address _____________________________  

 ____________________________________  

 First time guest 

 Returning guest 

 Member 

 Interested in 
membership or 
Baptism 

Opportunities to serve 

 Random acts of kindness: 

  Invite a neighbor to worship. 

 Pray for the people, leadership, and ministry of 

Two Rivers Church. 

 Pray for peace in the world.  
 

Two Rivers Outreach Ministry opportunities: 

 Donate new or used household items to Opera-

tion Safety Net.   

 Donate non-perishable food, hygiene products 

and rain gear for our Little Free Pantry.   
 

Worship team opportunities to serve: 
 Liturgist – Assist Pastor with readings and com-

munion during worship.  

 Greeter– Greet people at the West parking lot. 

 4th Sunday  Usher—Open the church for Sunday 

worship, make coffee, greet people as they come 

into the service, and help with offering and Com-

munion. 

 Tech Support -Video recording, editing, sound 

board and /or slides. Get behind the scenes and 

help create a meaningful worship experience for 

those in the sanctuary and those watching from 

home.  
Donation QR Code 

Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18 (CEB) 

 The church at Antioch included prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon (nicknamed Niger), Lucius from Cyrene, Manaen (a childhood 
friend of Herod the ruler), and Saul.  As they were worshipping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Appoint Barnabas and Saul to the work I 
have called them to undertake.”  After they fasted and prayed, they laid 
their hands on these two and sent them off.  

 
 In Lystra there was a certain man who lacked strength in his legs. He 

had been crippled since birth and had never walked. Sitting there, he heard 
Paul speaking. Paul stared at him and saw that he believed he could be 
healed. 

 Raising his voice, Paul said, “Stand up straight on your feet!” He 
jumped up and began to walk. 

 Seeing what Paul had done, the crowd shouted in the Lycaonian lan-
guage, “The gods have taken human form and come down to visit 
us!”  They referred to Barnabas as Zeus and to Paul as Hermes, since Paul 
was the main speaker.  The priest of Zeus, whose temple was located just 
outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates. Along with 
the crowds, he wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 

 When the Lord’s messengers Barnabas and Paul found out about this, 
they tore their clothes in protest and rushed out into the crowd. They 
shouted,  “People, what are you doing? We are humans too, just like you! 
We are proclaiming the good news to you: turn to the living God and 
away from such worthless things. He made the heaven, the earth, the sea, 
and everything in them. In the past, he permitted every nation to go its 
own way.  Nevertheless, he hasn’t left himself without a witness. He has 
blessed you by giving you rain from above as well as seasonal harvests, and 
satisfying you with food and happiness.”  Even with these words, they 
barely kept the crowds from sacrificing to them. 



 

 

SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION -Grundy 

Lyrics: More Light, more truth 

 Is Breaking from your Word. 

 More Light, more truth. 

 Holy Spirit, help us hear what needs to be heard. 

SCRIPTURE              Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18        Common English Bible 

SERMON Paul’s Mission - Rev. Robb McCoy 

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE 

RESPONSE HYMN #671 UMH “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing”  

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                          
 (All are invited to place your offering in the offering container at the 
  front of the sanctuary as we sing our offering hymn) 

*OFFERING HYMN #327 “Crown Him With Many Crowns” v. 1-2 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (adapted from the UM Book of Worship Service of Committal 155) 

One: In the midst of life, we are in death. From whom can we seek help? 

All: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.    

One: God who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bod-
ies also through the Spirit that dwells in you. 

All: Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your vic-
tory? Where, O death, is your sting, but thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our risen Lord Jesus Christ.  

*DOXOLOGY #94 

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE  “Rain Down” -Cortez                                              

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

PRELUDE                                “Praise His Holy Name”                          - Hampton                                       

GREETING 

*OPENING HYMN #413 UMH “A Charge to Keep I Have”  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            Liturgist—Dick Lee                            

All:  Holy, Risen Lord, in your last moments, you gave us a job to do. We 
are to teach the world to obey all that you commanded. Yet how are 
we supposed to teach others when we fail to obey ourselves? We 
don’t practice the radical love that you showed. Forgive us for ignor-
ing your command to love one another. Forgive us for failing to live 
into the Kingdom that you established. Empower us to be examples 
of your love in the world. Empower your Church to be the shining 
light set on a lampstand so all may see your love.  

Pause for silent reflection and confession 

One: When Jesus commissioned us to service, he also gave us a promise. 
He will be with us until the very end of the age. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, you are forgiven.  

All:  In the name of Jesus Christ, who is present still, we are forgiven. 
Amen. 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

PRAYER HYMN #322 “Up From the Grave He Arose” (v. 1 and refrain)  

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” - Carter 
 Two Rivers Sanctuary Choir 

 * You are invited to stand as you are able. 
FWS -The Faith We Sing (black hymnal)  

UMH- United Methodist Hymnal (red hymnal) 
Words of anthem/hymn reprinted under CCLI License 

 

April 30, 2023 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

NAME: _________________________________ 

Who would you like to see this prayer?  

 Pastor Only. Only the pastor will see this 
prayer. He will most likely see it and be in 
prayer for it on Monday morning. 

 Prayer Chain. These prayers will be sent to 
those who have signed up for prayer chain 
email. They will also be prayed for by first 
name only during our Wednesday online pray-
er service.  

Please be in prayer for: 

 ________________________________________  

 ________________________________________  

 ________________________________________  

 ________________________________________  

 ________________________________________  

Please pray for this: 

 For this week only. 

 Until _______________________________  

 This is an ongoing need. 

I am interested in being a part of the Prayer Chain:  

 Email:  ______________________________  


