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Children of Eden is a 1991 musical with music and lyrics by 
Stephen Schwartz and a book by John Caird. The musical is 
based on the book of Genesis with Act I telling the story of 
Adam and Eve,  and Cain and Abel, while Act II deals with 
Noah and the Flood. 

Originally written in 1986 as a children’s production called 
Family Tree,  Schwartz reworked the score and presented 
Eden as a production by the Royal Shakespeare Company 
on the West End of London in 1991. The show received 
poor reviews and suffered from poor ticket sales, so no 
attempt was made to move the show to Broadway. It was 
performed by smaller venues through the early 1990’s, but a 
major production and revision was mounted at the 
Papermill Playhouse in New Jersey.  It is this version that is 
most commonly seen today. 

In this scene, Eve has been told to stay away from the tree of 
knowledge, but is not told why. She yearns to see what lies 
beyond the borders of the garden and her imagination runs 
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