PLAYBILL

Lost
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Stars

music by Ku#it Weill
libretto by Maxwell Anderson

Lost in the Stars is a musical with book and lyrics by
Maxwell Anderson and music by Kurt Weill, based on the
novel Cry, the Beloved Country (1948) by Alan Paton. The
musical premiered on Broadway in 1949 and ran for 281
performances. It is a tale about loss, forgiveness and
redemption.

Stephen Kumalo is an Anglican priest in South Africa. His
son Absalom has moved away and is in trouble. In a botched
robbery, Absalom kills Arthur Jarvis, a white friend of his
fathers. Absalom is faced with a quandary. He can lie about
the act and live, or tell the truth and die. Absalom’s friends
lie and are set free. Absalom tells the truth and is sentenced.
His father marries Absalom and his betrothed, Irina in the
prison. Stephen returns home with Irina and her son Alex.
Alex becomes friends with the child of Arthur Jarvis. On the
eve of Absalom’s execution, Arthur’s father come to Stephen
and offers him friendship, because in the end, both men have
lost their sons.
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