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a publication of 

Advent Series: From Generation to Generation 

     The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the Christmas season 

have been passed down to us throughout the generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell of mem-

ories and emotions as vast as the cultural and religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a tapestry woven 

throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us in—to remember how God has shown up in the past, to con-

tinue the work of collective liberation, to behold the presence of God in flesh and bone. 

     Our Advent theme is also a call to action: what are we being called to generate or bring forth? What have 

your ancestors and those who have come before you passed on for you to continue? Considering the many 

ways we embody, remember, and tell the story of Christ’s birth, which rituals hold the most meaning for 

you? What about this season will you pass on to the next generation? 
     From Generation to Generation… reminds us of the ways our lives, histories, actions, and stories are in-

terconnected and woven together. The work of God is always unfolding—in and through us. This Advent, 

may you remember that you belong—to a story etched into the wrinkles of time, to generations that have 

come before and will come after, to a love that won’t let you go. 

Blue Christmas, A 

Time for Holy 
Lamentation 

     The Blue Christmas ser-

vice will be on Wednesday, December 21 from 

6:30-7:15 p.m. This service, which takes place on 

the longest night of the year, is a sacred space to 

recognize the more difficult emotions associated 

with the holiday season. Blue Christmas is a 

chance to acknowledge grief, anxiety, and stress 

that comes at Christmas. The service includes 

space for silence, contemplative music, reflec-

tion, and a ritual for healing. 

   

Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day              

Services 
    Christmas Eve service will be 

on Saturday, December 24 at 

4:00 p.m. We will celebrate with wonderful music, the 

Christmas story retold, and share in Holy Communion. 
Christmas Eve is a unique worship experience. Please 

join with us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

     Christmas morning is a Sunday this year, and we are 

expecting a small gathering. We will have a service at 

9:30 a.m., and will meet only in the round tables in the 

back of the sanctuary. The service will be more infor-

mal and less structured. We will 

sing some Christmas carols, share 

Christmas stories, and we are 

hoping to find a couple of volun-

teers to bring cinnamon rolls or 

some kind of treats to share. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  1 2 
 

3 
 
 
12 pm Meal Site 
 

4    
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 
Fill the Wagon 
Sunday for the 
Little free Pantry 
9:30 am Wor-
ship/Communion   
10:45 am Sun-
day School 
3-5 pm Youth 
Group @ Two 
Rivers  

5 

 

12:00 pm Lunch 
& Learn Bible 
Study 
 
3:30—6 pm 
Young Lions Roar 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30—6 pm 
Young Lions Roar 
 
 

7 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 
 
6 pm Bell Choir  
7:30 pm Sanc-
tuary Choir 

8 
 

9 

 

Youth  Winter 
Retreat at East 
Bay Dec. 9—Dec. 
11 

 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
12 pm Meal Site 
 
 

11 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent 
9:30 am Wor-
ship  
10:45 am  Adult 
Sunday School 
 
Holiday Cookie 
Basket deliveries  

12 

10:00 am Two 
Rivers Readers 
12:00 pm Lunch 
& Learn Bible 
Study  

3:30—6 pm 
Young Lions Roar 

13 
 
3:30—6 pm 
Young Lions Roar 
6:00 pm Leader-
ship Meeting via 
Zoom 
6:00 pm Open 
Road Biker 
Church @ Camp 
Milan 

14 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 
 
7:30 pm Sanc-
tuary Choir 

15 
 
 
 

All Family Re-
sources Caring 
Tree Gifts Due 

16 

 

 
 

17 
 
 
12 pm Meal Site 
 
7 pm Open Mic 
Poetry at Rozz 
Tox  

18 
4th Sunday of 
Advent 
9:30 am Wor-
ship  
10:45 am Sun-
day School 
3-5 pm Youth 
Group bowling 
outing  

19 

12:00 pm Lunch 
& Learn Bible 
Study  
 
3:30—6 pm 
Young Lions Roar 

20 
 
 
 
3:30—6 pm 
Young Lions Roar 
 

 

21 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 

 
6:30 pm Blue 

Christmas 
Service 

7:30 pm Sanc-
tuary Choir 

22 

 

 

January 
Compass               
Deadline 

23 

 

24 
 
12 pm Meal Site 
 

4:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 
 
Christmas Day 

 
9:30 am  

Christmas 
morning Wor-

ship Service 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

 

28 
 
 
12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 
& Devotion 
 
 

29 30 31 
 
 
11 am Operation 
Safety Net 
 
12 pm Meal Site 

2022 



Family Resources Caring Tree 

     Two Rivers Church has again adopted families from Family Resources to help make 

their Christmas a little more bright. If you would like to purchase gifts for a family, one 

member of a family, or simply make a donation to the cause to help buy gift cards, 

please take a candy cane from the caring tree in the sanctuary or contact the church 

office. Each candy cane will have on it the age, gender, sizes, and a wish list of a few 

items for the individual. The suggested amount to spend per person is $50-$75. Gifts 

need to be unwrapped and delivered to the church no later than Thursday Decem-

ber 15.  Contact the Church office at office@tworiversumc.org to participate or call 309-788-9384. 

December Com-
bined for Christ 

Youth Events 

     The Two Rivers UMC 

and Trinity Lutheran 

Combined for Christ 

youth group will meet at 

Two Rivers Church on Sunday, December 4 from 

3:00-5:00 p.m. There will not be a Combined for 

Christ meeting on December 11 as the kids and 

youth will be returning home from the Winter Re-

treat. On December 18, we will plan a special out-
ing to the Bett Plex Family Entertainment Center 

for bowling and games. There will be no youth 

group on December 25 or January 1. We will re-

turn to the pattern of the first two Sundays at Two 

Rivers and third and fourth Sundays at Trinity in 

January 2023. 

     Holiday Cookie       
Baskets 

    Donations of homemade or 

purchased treats (peanut butter, 
nut free) cookies, crackers, gum—

anything you want, are being col-

lected and may be left in the kitchen of Epworth 

Hall.  Please mark the donations “Holiday Home-

bound Baskets” and bring them any time up to/

before service on Sunday, December 11 when 

they will be assembled and will be ready for de-

livery.    

     These baskets are made possible thanks to the  

gracious people that share their time and efforts 

to bake, shop, organize and deliver them.  If you 

have any questions or would like to volunteer on 

this project please contact the church office at 

309/788-9384. 

Christmas 
Eve Special 

Gift 

    As has been 

our tradition for 

many years, the entire offering on Christmas Eve 

will be given away. This year’s Christmas Eve Gift 

will be split between Chaddock and the Two Rivers 

Good Samaritan Fund.  

Located in Quincy, IL, Chaddock is an interna-

tionally recognized leader in the treatment of chil-

dren suffering from the psychological, emotional, 
and spiritual effects of significant abuse, neglect and 

trauma.  Chaddock’s full range of preventative, edu-

cational and treatment services to children from 

birth to age 21 and their families include community

-based services, a special education school, in-home 

intensive programs and residential treatment. In ad-

dition, Chaddock provides training and mental 

health consultation locally, nationally and interna-

tionally to educators, therapists and others who 

serve children and families.  

The Good Samaritan Fund at Two Rivers Church 

is used to help local people in need by assisting with 

utility bills, medications, food, clothing, etc.  

Because of               
Bethlehem 

 
     The Adult Sunday School 

Class began it’s Advent study 

on November 27 (Advent I) 

with  Max Lucado's 4-week 

DVD study called BECAUSE 

OF BETHLEHEM.   All adults 

are welcome any time to attend 

this class on Sundays at 10:45 

in Asbury Parlor. 

LGBTQ Discussion 

     In January we will begin a process of discussion, prayer, and discernment centering on 

LGBTQ inclusion in the church. As many United Methodist Churches across the conference 
are in the process of disaffiliation, we will take time to make a stand as well. Right now, as far 
as the outside world is concerned, the default understanding of the United Methodist Church 
is that it is a place where LGBTQ people are excluded from full participation in the life and 

ministry of the church. As more and more headlines around disaffiliation, schism, and 
church splits arise, it is important to not allow our silence to speak volumes. 
      

     Starting January 8 during the Sunday school hour, Pastor Robb will lead a discussion 7-
week study and writing process. Two Rivers Church member Viminda Shafer will assist in 
leading the discussions. After the study and writing process, we will enter a 28-day call to 
prayer for the entire congregation. The study portion of the process will utilize the Wesleyan 

Quadrilateral – a tool for theological and spiritual discernment as described in the United 
Methodist Book of Discipline. 
 

January 8: The Old Testament and human sexuality 

January 15: The New Testament and human sexuality 

January 22: The Tradition of the Church 

January 29: Reason and Biological Understanding 

February 5: The Spiritual Journey of Gay Christians 

February 12: Finding Our Mission 

February 19: Crafting our Statement 

February 26-March 19: 28 Days of Prayer 



Two Rivers 
Prayers Presence Gifts Service 

 

Remember in Prayer- 

All those afflicted with pain and suffering. 
 

Our presence— 

October 30  = 54                       

November 6  = 53 

November 13  = 50 

November 20 = 50 

November 27  = 61 
 

Our gifts— 
General Fund Offerings 

October 30  $1,604.88 

November 6  $3,553.27 

November 13  $3,659.68 

November 20 $4,356.37 

November 27  $2,040.25 
 

Our Service  -  
Members of the community served at             

Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site & Operation 

Safety Net (OSN): 

October 29  — 81 Meal Site, 75 OSN 

November 5  — 51 Meal Site 

November 12  — 45 Meal Site   

November 19  — 36 Meal Site 

November 26  — 83 Meal Site, 63 OSN 
 

Our Thanks  -  

Thank you to Dick Lee and Judy Shryack for helping 

each month with the monthly newsletter. 

Thank you to all who helped with the Hanging of the 

Greens on November 20.  

Thank  you to everyone who has donated food and hy-

giene items to our Little Free Pantry. 

Thank you to all those that served on a Two Rivers 

Church Committee in 2022.  

12/01  Robert Combs 

12/01  Edie Hafeman 

12/03  Brian Breiholz 

12/04  Sue Camp 

12/09  Derek Durbin 

12/09  John Gripp  

12/15  Virginia Cline   

12/17  Nancy Schwegler 

12/17  Tamara Baugh 

12/19  Carol Atkinson 

12/21  Nicole Durbin 

12/21  Thom Leonard 

12/21  Pat Race 
12/28  Betty Bell 

12/29  Cynthia John 

12/30  Chrystal Kay Krebs 

12/30  Shane Littlejohn 

12/31  Lee Farrar 

 

If you have a birthday in December and we’ve 

missed it, please call the church office to update 

our records.  

Two Rivers Readers 

 
     The Two Rivers Readers will 
meet on Monday, December 12 at 
10:00 a.m., in the back of the sanc-
tuary. 
     Dave Dehnel will lead our discus-
sion of  two books, “Leaf by Nig-
gle”,  a short story by J.R.R. Tolkien 
and “The Great Divorce” by C.S. 

Lewis.  
     The back of the sanctuary has been a wonder-
ful meeting-place. We can distance ourselves in air-
conditioned comfort, and while masks 
are optional, several of us still prefer to 
wear them.... when we're not eating. 
As always, our group is safe and non-
judgmental, and our discussions are 
insightful, challenging, and a lot of 
fun.  
    We'd love to have you join us! 
  Questions? Please contact the church 
Office. 

Youth Winter Retreat 
 

     Kids and youth from grades 4-12 are going to be a 

part of a Winter Retreat at East Bay Camp from Fri-

day, December 9 through Sunday, December 11. Pas-

tor Robb will be helping with the devotionals and wor-

ship for the camp that will include kids from across 

the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Kids from Trinity 

Lutheran will also be joining in the retreat. The youth 

will stay together and join in winter hikes, camp fires, 

indoor swimming and games, worship, and Bible 

study. On Sunday, December 11 Greta Long will be 

back to share the morning’s message. Greta is a native 

of Moline currently attending Garrett Evangelical The-

ological Seminary. She was a part of Pastor Robb’s 

youth groups when they were at Riverside UMC, and 

she is an exceptional young leader in the Church. 

Prayer Chain 

 Charlotte Peterson    793-7783 

 Nancy Schwegler      781-5334 

 

    If you want the prayer chain to pray 

for your concern or you wish to be 

part of this prayer ministry, please call one of the per-

sons listed above.  They will alert the remaining chain 

members.  

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Year End Contributions  
 

    2022 Year-End giving statements will be sent 

out in January.   

     Please have your 2022 contributions into the 

church office by Monday, December 26.  Any 

contributions received after this date will be 

counted toward 2023 giving.   

Year End Gifts Can                                       
Make a Difference 

     The end of the year is a great time for an ex-

pression of extravagant generosity. A year-end 
gift can make sense for your own personal financ-

es as well as make a difference to a vital ministry 

of Two Rivers Church. Gifts can be designated for 

specific purposes like the Youth Fund, Camp Mi-

lan Improvement Fund, Amani Café, the Saturday 

Meal Site, or to the General Fund.  

     A small 

group of stu-

dents have 

been meeting 

at Two Rivers 

Church on Monday and Tuesday afternoons with 

Pastor Robb and Aubrey Barnes. There will be a 

Roaring Rhetoric poetry open mic at Rozz Tox on 

December 17 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. There is a $5 

cover charge, but it is free to people who will read 

their poetry. This is an event that is open to the 

public and all poetry readers, but Young Lions 

will be encouraged to participate. Rozz Tox is at 
2108 3rd Avenue, Rock Island.  

Amani Café 

     Amani Café has won a 

$2000 Local Ethnic Church 

Grant from the General 

Board of Church and Society. 

This grant will enable Amani 

Café to get a great start in 

achieving the dream of opening a non-profit res-

taurant serving East African cuisine in Rock Is-

land. The next important step is for volunteers to 

get certified as food managers. There are two dif-

ferent options for certification through Black 

Hawk College. One class meets on Monday, De-

cember 12 from 8:30-5:30. The other option is to 

go to two sessions on Tuesday December 6 and 

Thursday, December 8 from 8:30-2:30. Both of 

these classes have an examination at the end of 

the session that takes approximately 2 hours. 

Handbell Choir Holiday 
Break 

     The Two Rivers Handbell choir will 

be taking a short break over the holi-
day.  There will be no bell rehearsal on 

December 14, 21 or 28.   

     Do you have a New Year’s resolutions to learn a 

new skill? Why not try handbells?! Rehearsals will re-

sume on January 4 at 6pm. 



Nursing Home & Stay at 

Home Members 
 

Virginia Cline 

2350 1st Street A Dr. Apt #8 

Moline, IL 61265 

 

Edie Hafeman 

1829 17th Street 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Judith Litherland 

Promedica Skilled Nursing 

Room #919 

833 16th Ave, 

Moline, IL 61265 

 

Janice Peterson  

3103 26th Avenue 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Ellen Pohlman 

2430 19th Avenue 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Pat Race 

1043 17th Street 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Willene Sowell 

1900 6th Ave Apt 207 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Karl and Nancy Swessinger 

Friendship Manor Apt# B118 

1209 21st Ave 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Jack Swim 

9004 141st Street W. 

Taylor Ridge, IL 61284 

 

Present, Former, Associate, 

& Interim Pastors 

 
Rev. Steven Anderson 

1634 18th Ave Apt 3 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Marjolein Anderson 

Antony Moddermanstraat 32 

1063 LR Amsterdam 

The Netherlands, Europe 

 

Rev. Bruce and Betsy Baker 

1800 7th Street Apt 9 

East Moline, IL 61244 

 

Rev. Donald and Aleta Batz 

513 South Mitchell 

Braceville, IL 60407 

 

Rev. T. J. Johnson 

1001 Lincoln A. 

Boca Raton, FL 33434 

 

Rev. Steven and Gail Kettelkamp 

24365 Lake Dr. 

Porter, TX 77365 

 

Rev. Robb & Sarah McCoy 

3912 25th Ave Ct.  

Rock Island, IL 1201 

 

Joanne Mushrush 

804 Villaway W. 

Sebring, FL 33876-7908 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revs. Sharon & Tom Neufer-

Emswiler 

4402 Doverbrook Dr 

Champaign, IL 61822-9363 

 

Rev. Karen & Stuart Tucker 

585 Fisher Street 

Walpole, MA 02081-2231 

 

Rev. John and Ruth 

Younker 

230 Carrington Ave. 

Mount Zion, IL 62549-1390 

Newsletter deadline 

   The deadline for items for the January issue of the 

Compass is Thursday, December 22. Please have 

information or articles in by this deadline date.  
Thank you. Pastoral Leadership

Rev. Robb McCoy 
mccoy@tworiversumc.org  
(815)514-3779 
 
Program Staff 
Director of Music 
Mark Swessinger 
mswess@mchsi.com 
 
Organist 
Mary Ellen Carroll 
 
Organist Emeritus 
Judith Litherland 
 
Ministers 
All of us 

Support Staff 
Church Office Manager 
Brianna Pollock 
office@tworiversumc.org 
 
Volunteer Financial Secre-
tary 
Charlotte Peterson 
 
Church Custodian 
Brianna Pollock 
 
Camp Milan Caretaker 
Kent Hessman 

1820 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

Office Phone: (309) 788-9384        email: office@tworiversumc.org 

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 8 am—2 pm 
Connect Online:  www.tworiversumc.org  —  www.facebook.com/RITwoRivers — twitter.com/RITwoRivers 
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Online Giving at                          

Tworiversumc.org 

     

  
1.  Website Giving:  

Go to www.tworiversumc.org to give 
through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to 

give any time.  

OR 

2.  Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store 
(iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've 

downloaded the app select your church and follow the 

instructions given.  

Two Rivers Donate    
QR Code 

From The Entire Staff of 
Two Rivers UMC 


