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   NAACP Community Day celebration                                                           
at Grace City Church on February 23 

     The Annual NAACP Religious Affairs Community Day worship will be 3:00 p.m. on Feb-

ruary 23 at Grace City Church in Rock Island. This is the tall-steepled church across the 
street from Two Rivers at 1925 5th Avenue. The keynote speaker will be Ciera Bates-

Chamberlain (pictured).  

     As the Executive Director of Live Free Illinois, Rev. Ciera is working with churches to 

create safe, economically viable, and self-sustained black communities. She is an adjunct 

professor at Northeastern University, a mental health professional, and founder of Golden 

Goals Consultants. Live Free Illinois is an organization dedicated to ending cycles of incar-

ceration and working for criminal justice reform. 

     She is a dynamic speaker and will bring an inspiring and motivating message. In addi-

tion to Rev. Bates-Chamberlain, there will be music from Voices of Quad Cities Choir and 

other ensembles.  

Two Rivers Youth Group 2025 Pizza Sale!! 
 

     If you enjoy tasty hot pizza, now is the time to order your pizzas from the Two 

Rivers Youth Group as they prepare to make them all fresh for you. Orders for 
pizzas are being taken Sundays, February 2, 9, 16, and 23 at the west entrance of 

the church before & after worship. There will also be online orders available on 

the church website. The pizzas come wrapped in plastic and freeze well. Order 

some extra and put them in the freezer for later.  

 

The pizza selections include cheese, pepperoni, sausage, sausage and 

pepperoni, veggie, and supreme. The cost will be $12 for all selec-

tions, except cheese which will be $10.  

 

Two Rivers Youth have some big plans for 2025, including a 

camp and a mission trip. Proceeds from the pizzas will help kids 

have a life-changing summer. Buy some for yourself. Buy some as 

gifts. Put a stack in your freezer. Pick up a blank order form and sell 

some to your neighbors. This is a great cause, and they are great piz-

zas. 

Pizzas will be ready for pick-up only on Saturday, March 1, be-

tween 3:30-5 p.m. in the fellowship hall of the church. Delivery ar-

rangements can be made, but please tip generously. 

2023 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

 
 

 

 1 

 

12 pm Meal Site 

2 

Fill the Wagon 
Sunday for the 
Little free Pantry 
9:30 am Worship/ 

Communion 

10:45 am Sunday 

School  

 

3 

 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study  

4 

 

 

 

 

5 

 
12:00 pm Zoom 

& FB Live Prayer 

& Devotion 
 

6:00 pm Bell 

rehearsal 

7:30 pm Choir 
rehearsal 

6 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

12 pm Meal Site 

 

 

9 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Sunday 

School  

 

10 

 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study  

 

  

11 

 

 

 

12 

12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 

& Devotion 

 
6:00 pm Bell 

rehearsal 

7:30 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

13 

 

 

 

14 

Happy              
Valentine’s 

Day  

15 

 

 

12 pm Meal Site 

 

16 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Sunday 

School  

 

17 

Presidents’ Day  

 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study  
 

 

18 

 

 

 

19 

12:00 pm Zoom 
& FB Live Prayer 

& Devotion 

 
6:00 pm Bell 

rehearsal 

7:30 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

20 

 

March 

Compass               

Deadline 

21 

 

 

22 

 

11 am Operation 

Safety Net 

12 pm Meal Site 

23 

9:30 am Worship  

10:45 am  Sunday 

School  

 

3:00 pm NAACP 

Community Day 

Service @ Grace 

City Church  

24 

10:00 am Two 
Rivers Readers   

 

 

25 

 

26 

 
 

 

6:00 pm Bell 
rehearsal 

7:30 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

27 28  

2023 2025 

Pastor Robb away at Covenant Keepers & personal retreat Feb. 24-27 



Two Rivers 
Prayers Presence Gifts Service 

 

Remember in Prayer- 

Please be in prayer for Phil Everett, Barb Bernauer 

and all those in need of prayers for healing and 

strength.  

 

Our presence— 
December 29  =59                                      

January 5  = 61 

January 12  = 66 

January 19  =76 

January 26  = 90 

  

Our gifts— 

General Fund Offerings 

December 29  $1,360.94 

January 5  $3,947.69 

January 12  $2,618.69 

January 19  $2,752.69 

January 26  $1,786.69 

 

Our Service  -  

Members of the community served at             

Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site & Operation 

Safety Net (OSN): 

December 28  — 94 Meal Site, 86 OSN 

January 4  —  61 Meal Site 

January 11  —  88 Meal Site   

January 18  —  71 Meal Site 

January 25  —  87 Meal Site, 75 OSN 

 
Our Thanks— 

Thank you to  Godstone Arakaza and James Nishinwe 

for assisting with our A/V  during Sunday morning 

worship. Thank you to all of our dedicated Saturday 

Meal Site and Operation Safety Net volunteers. Thank 

you to all those who donate much needed items for 

our Little Free Pantry and OSN ministries. 

Prayer Chain 

Charlotte Peterson      793-7783 

Nancy Schwegler          781-5334 

    If you want the prayer chain to 

pray for your concern or you wish 

to be part of this prayer ministry, please call one of 

the persons listed above.  They will alert the remain-

ing chain members.  

02/03 Grant Dahlstrom 

02/03  Ivan Mejia 

02/04 Gary Camp 

02/08 Luke Cooley 

02/10  Bennett Cooley 

02/12  Charles Cooley 

02/14  Garrett Atkinson 

02/24 Oliver Cooley 

02/27  Kent Cornish 

02/27  Gary Johnson 

   

If you have a birthday in February and we’ve missed 

it, please call the church office to update our records.  

Two Rivers Readers  

     The Two Rivers Readers will 

meet on February 24 at 10:00 

a.m. in the back of the sanctuary 

to discuss our next book, The 

Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead.       

     The Nickel Boys is a 2019 novel 

by American novelist Colson 

Whitehead. It is based on the his-

toric Dozier School, a reform 

school in Florida that operated for 

111 years and was revealed as highly abusive. A uni-

versity investigation found numerous unmarked 

graves for unrecorded deaths and a history into the 

late 20th century of emotional and physical abuse of 

students.  

     As always, our group is safe and nonjudgmental, 

and our discussions are insightful, challenging, and a 

lot of fun.  

    We'd love to have you join us! 
  Questions? Please contact the church Office. 

2024 Year End 
Financial State of the Church 

Income Total for 2024 =$278,161.83 

Expense Total for 2024 =$281,059.96 

Surplus (Deficit) for 2024 = ($2,898.13) 
 

Bank Balances on Dec. 31, 2024 

 General Checking  =$38,196.82 

 Dedicated Checking  =$97,973.75 

 Retreat Center Checking =$9,525.62 

 Dedicated Savings   =$24,432.89 
 

Break Down 

General Church Fund 

Income total for 2024 =$256,240.94 
   (General Fund Offering =$183,588.85 

   (Other General Fund Income = $72,652.09) 
Expense total for 2024 =$260,343.57 

Surplus (Deficit)  =($4,102.63) 
 

Retreat Center Fund 

Income  total for 2024           =$21,920.89 
(RC Rental Fees  =$11,755.00) 
(RC Donations  = $5,165.89) 

(Funds from Camp Milan Trust =$5,000) 

Expense total for 2024 =$20,716.39 

Surplus (Deficit)  = $1,204.50 
 

Balances of Invested Funds on Dec 31, 2024 

Principal-Protected Trust Funds  =$2,084,508.83 

(Permanent Endowment, Capital & Camp Milan 

Trust) 
 

Restricted Funds  =$12,965.90 
(Parsonage Fund) 

 

Available Funds  =$7,334.79 

(Undesignated Funds)  
 

Missional Giving for 2024 
(UMCOR, UM apportionments, UM Special Sundays, 

Our Conference Our Kids, Coat Drive, Good Samaritan 

Fund, Meal Site and many other causes)=$41,763.52 
 

If you have any questions regarding the financial 

state of the church please feel free to contact the 

church treasurer, Brianna Pollock, in the church 

office. 

Life Line Screening 
 

     Life Line Screening, the nations leading pro-

vider of preventive health screenings, will offer 
affordable, non-invasive and painless health 

screenings at Two Rivers United Methodist 

Church on Monday, March 17, 2025.  

     A package of four screenings to identify risk 

for stroke, heart disease and other chronic condi-

tions will be offered plus a FREE Hypertension 

Screening: 

Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque) An ultra-

sound is performed to screen the carotid arteries 

(a pair of blood vessels in the neck that deliver 

blood to your brain) for buildup of fatty plaque. 

This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one of the 

leading causes of stroke. 

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening An 

Ankle-Brachial Index (ABI) test is performed us-

ing blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs. It 

is important to screen for PAD because it in-

creases the risk of coronary artery disease, heart 

attack, or stroke. 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) An ul-

trasound is performed to screen the abdominal 

aorta for the presence of an enlargement or an-

eurysm. AAA can lead to a ruptured aortic artery, 

which is a serious medical emergency. 
Atrial Fibrillation A 6-lead electrocardiogram 

(EKG) is performed by placing sensors on the 

arms and legs to screen for Atrial Fibrillation. 

AFib can lead to blood clots, stroke, and heart 

failure, and other heart-related complications. 

     These 5 vital screenings are offered for only 

$159 and take 60-90 minutes to complete.  

     The church office has 2 complimentary 

screening vouchers valued at $85.00 to give to 

anyone that is interested.  Please call the church 

office at (309)788-9384 for more information on 

the 2 available vouchers.   

     Register by calling toll free 1-888-814-0466 

using promo code HSCA001, text the word 

"circle" to 216-279-1607 or online 

at LLSA.SOCIAL/HSCA . 



Jesus in Towns and Country Sermon Series Continues  

     Starting in January, Pastor Robb’s sermons focused on Jesus in his Galilean min-
istry as told by the Gospel of Luke. This series has followed Jesus through the vari-
ous towns and locations that Luke names including the Jordan River, Nazareth and 
Capernaum. Continuing, we will follow him as he gathers his disciples at Lake 
Gennesaret; teaches the crowds on the Plain; interacts with “Legion” in Garasenes 
and feeding five thousand in Bethsaida.  The sermon series will end on March 2 with the 
Transfiguration of Jesus on the Mountain.  Please join us as we continue to travel along 
with Jesus as he revealed himself to the world.  

United Women in Faith Retreat 
 

     There will be a women’s spiritual retreat on Saturday, Febru-

ary 22 at Chatham UMC. The program will be from 9:00 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m. The presenters will be Christina Krost and Kay Clif-

ton. The focus for the event will be on the connections between 

soul-care and earth-care. The presenters invite participants to 

‘Come with ears to hear what the Bible says and how our Church and UWFaith are working to enliven our 

souls and sustain the earth’. These are more connected than you thought. The cost of the program is $25, 

which includes lunch. 
     Chatham UMC is located at 104 West Chestnut St, Chatham, IL. The registration deadline is February 12. 
Contact Kay Clifton, akclifton38@gmail.com for questions or to register. 

Ash Wednesday at Church of Peace 
 

Ash Wednesday, the a day of reflection and repentance to begin 

the season of Lent, is March 5. Our service of Ash Wednesday will 
once again be at Church of Peace UCC in Rock Island. There will be a 

pot-luck dinner before the service. The time is TBD. 

We will continue our tradition of doing the two main Lenten ser-

vices, Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday, with Church of Peace 

UCC. Maundy Thursday this year will be on April 17 and will take 

place at Two Rivers. The precise times of these services are not yet 

determined. There are preliminary plans for a Pan-Methodist Good 

Friday service. These details are forthcoming. 

Pastor
Rev. Robb McCoy 
mccoy@tworiversumc.org  
 
Director of Music 
Mark Swessinger 
mswess@gmail.com 
 
Church Office Manager 
Brianna Pollock 
office@tworiversumc.org 
 

Volunteer Financial Sec-
retary 
Charlotte Peterson 
char1728@aol.com 

Church Custodian 
Brianna Pollock 
 

Camp Milan Caretaker 
Kent Hessman 
 
Accompanist 
Russell Rursch 
 
Organist Emeritus 
Judith Litherland 
 

Ministers 
All of us 
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Newsletter deadline 

   The deadline for items for the March issue of the 

Compass is Thursday, February 20, 2025. Please 

have information or articles in by this deadline date.  
Thank you. 

Welcome Statement 

From the beginning of the Jesus movement, followers 
of Christ declared that there is no Jew or Greek, no 

slave or free, nor is there male and female. We, the 

people of Two Rivers United Methodist Church join 
in this movement of the Holy Spirit and declare that we celebrate 

the diversity of our neighborhood and the world. 

We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender ex-

pression, and sexual and affectional orientation, who are also of 
every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of educa-

tion, family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, 

and social status, and so much more. We believe that the body of 
Christ is more vital in its ministry when the whole diversity of the 

human family may enjoy full participation and leadership in the 

Church. 
We welcome all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimi-

nation in the Church and society, and acknowledge the pain caused 

by the exclusionary policies of the United Methodist Church. We will 

continue to work toward a more inclusive Church and invite you to 
join us in following Jesus Christ on the Way, marked by greater hos-

pitality, kindness, justice, peace, understanding, and mutual respect. 
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Online Giving at Tworiversumc.org 

1.  Website Giving:  

Go to www.tworiversumc.org to give through 

the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give 

any time.  

OR 

2.  Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or 

Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the app 

select your church and follow the instructions given.  

Two Rivers            
Donate QR Code 

mailto:akclifton38@gmail.com

