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Eastertide Sermon Series 

     Our current sermon series is called “Prayer, Trust Hope: Mark’s favorite 

hymns.” It was a difficult task, but Mark Swessinger has narrowed down 

the hymnal to his favorite handful of hymns. As a tribute to him in his last 

few weeks as our music director, we will take a closer look at them in wor-

ship. Each week Pastor Robb and Mark will sit down and talk a little about 

why he chose that week’s hymn. They may share some of the backstory of 

the song writers, or tell stories of why the song is important to Mark. The sermon will be built around the 

lyrics of the song or the Scripture verses that pertain to it.  

Pop-up Mother’s Day Shop 

     Argrow's House is a healing house that offers free services for survivors 

of domestic violence and abuse. It's also a social enterprise, which hires 

survivors to create bath and body products that are sold online and in lo-

cal stores. On May 4th, after worship they will be having a Mother’s Day 

Pop-up shop in the back of the sanctuary. They will be featuring the fol-

lowing products: Argrow's House Bath and Body Mother's Day Gift Sets (Bath and Body), Island Hand-

craft Crystal Earrings (Charleston, SC), Hon's Honey (Baltimore, MD), Thistle Farms Candles (Nashville, 

TN), New Hope Girls Handbags (Dominican Republic), and Vi Bella Jewelry (Mexico and Haiti). 

Good Neighbor Team 
 

     As a way to support refugees in our area, and espe-
cially in our church family, we are forming a Good 
Neighbor Team through World Relief. A Good Neigh-
bor Team usually consists of 5-10 volunteers to offer 
relational and practical support to families who have 
been recently settled in the area. A team usually divides into specific roles, including team leader, health 
advocate, education advocate, employment advocate, transportation leader, and housing coordinator.  
     A team leader can work closely with World Relief and the rest of the team to keep contact information, 
assess needs,  and coordinate volunteers. An education advocate might get the names of the kids’ teachers, 
and contact them to see how the students are doing. They can check in periodically to gauge their progress, 
and find out if there are areas they need help. An education advocate could also help with homework occa-
sionally, or help parents attend conferences.   
     A housing coordinator can check in with the family every once in a while and see if there are simple 
needs that can be addressed. They can show the family how to change filters in a furnace, or do other sim-
ple tasks. They could also advocate to landlords to help families get larger repairs done. 
     All of the volunteers however, can provide friendship and let a family know that there are people in their 
community who care about their well-being. 
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Two Rivers 
Prayers Presence Gifts Service 

 

Remember in Prayer- 

Please be in prayer for all those in need of healing and 

strength, as well as their caregivers.  Prayers for those 

mourning the loss of loved ones.  

 

Our Sympathies to - 
The family and friends of Gary Johnson who passed 

away on April 12, and Ron Castor who passed away on 

April 18.  

 

Our presence— 

March 30  = 58                                      

April 6  = 79 

April 13  = 90 

April 20  =117 

April 27  =73 

  

Our gifts— 

General Fund Offerings 

March 30  $1,801.35 

April 6  $4,811.35 

April 13  $9,297.35 

April 20  $2,677.35 

April 27  $3,445.35 

 

Our Service  -  

Members of the community served at             

Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site & Operation 

Safety Net (OSN): 

March 29  — 87 Meal Site, 77 OSN 
April 5  — 74 Meal Site 

April 12  — 83 Meal Site   

April 19  — 83 Meal Site 

April 26  — 101 Meal Site, 85 OSN 

 

Our Thanks— 

Thank you to Candy Canik for faithfully preparing the 

communion table each month and on special Sundays.  

Thank you to all those who serve the church by being 

on committees. 

Thank you to the Cooley family for donating around 

25 dozen beautifully 

decorated hard boiled 

eggs for those who at-

tended our Saturday 

Meal Site on April 19.  

Prayer Chain 

Charlotte Peterson      793-7783 

Nancy Schwegler          781-5334 

    If you want the prayer chain to 

pray for your concern or you wish to be part of 

this prayer ministry, please call one of the per-

sons listed above.  They will alert the remaining 

chain members.  

05/02 Sandra Atkinson 

05/03 Liam Muir 

05/04 Charlotte Peterson 

05/05 Kole Littlejohn 

05/08 Roger Pohlman 

05/12  David Nduwikunda   

05/15  Avalon Gibson 

05/17  Seth Bikorimana 

05/26 Ellen Andrews 

05/26 Calla Kean 

05/29 Eliza Hanna 

05/31  Bonnie Combs 

   
If you have a birthday in May and we’ve missed it, 

please call the church office to update our records.  

Two Rivers Readers  

     The Two Rivers Readers 

will meet on Monday, June 

2 at 10:00 a.m. in the back 

of the sanctuary to discuss 

their next book, “I Took 

the Wrong Path” by Au-

brey Barnes.   

    This is a book of poetry 

written by a friend and 

partner of Two Rivers 

UMC. Aubrey has shared his beautiful spoken 

word poetry with us on several occasions and is 

the founder of Young Lions Roar, a poetry writing 

class for teens that currently meets here at the 

church on Saturday afternoons.  This poetry book 

will be available for purchase at the church. Call 

the church office for more information on how to 

obtain a copy. 

          As always, the group is safe and nonjudg-
mental, and their discussions are insightful, chal-

lenging, and a lot of fun.   

    They'd love to have you join them! 

  Questions? Please contact the church Office. 

“We Care” Gift Bags 
For Our Senior 

Members 

   Sunday, June 8 will be 

the day our “We Care” gift 

bags for our senior shut-in 

members will be ready for delivery.                   

    If anyone wishes to make a monetary contribu-

tion to this worthy cause, please send your contri-

bution to the church office by June 1 and desig-

nate that it’s for the “We Care” gift bags. 

   Once again, volunteers will be needed to help 
with the delivery of these gift bags.   If you would 

like to help with delivery, please call or leave a 

message at the church office: 309-788-9384. 

Congratulations Graduates! 

     We’d like to congratulate the Class of 2025! Two 

Rivers UMC has a couple members that are celebrat-

ing graduations this year.               

     Pastor Robb’s daughter, Ellie McCoy will be gradu-

ating from Rock Island High School and attending 

college in the fall. Emma Pollock is graduating from 

Knox College in June and will be pursuing her Mas-

ters at the University of IL Springfield in the fall.  

     Cards and congratulations for Ellie McCoy may be 

sent to 3912 25th Ave Ct., Rock Island, IL 61201; and 

to Emma Pollock at 1427 28th Avenue, Moline, IL 

61265.   

Native American    
Sunday 

     May 4 is Native Ameri-

can Sunday.  Gifts to Native 
American Ministries Sun-

day fund scholarships for Native American semi-

narians and strengthen, develop and equip Native 

American rural, urban and reservation congrega-

tions, ministries and communities and annual 

conference Native American ministries. Please 

look for a special offering envelope for NAMS in 

your May 4 Sunday bulletin and give generously.  

     Thank you for the beautiful Easter Lily.   I also 
would like to thank Dick Lee for delivering the lily 
and for the visit,  It is nice to be remembered by 
friends from church.  God Bless you all.                        
     Edie Hafeman 



Baptisms/New Members                         
June 8 

 
     On Pentecost Sunday, June 8, we will have wor-
ship outside in the south parking lot. This will be to 
accommodate full-immersion baptisms. A perfect 
way to celebrate the birth of the Church and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, anyone who wants to be baptized 
in this manner should contact Pastor Robb as soon 
as possible. They will need to meet together to pre-
pare for such an important step into the faith. As 
United Methodists, we do not believe in re-
baptizing. If you were baptized as an infant, there is 
no need to be baptized again. If however, you would 
like to make a public act of faith, we can have a ritual 
moment to remember your baptism.  
     People who are interested in joining Two Rivers 
United Methodist Church will also be invited to take 
the vows of membership on this Sunday. If you have 
been visiting the church for some time, and would 
like to become an official member, please contact 
Pastor Robb.  

Youth Bell Choir, Trip to STL               
and Puppets 

 
     Starting in May, the Sunday school hour will be 
a chance to introduce kids and youth to the pup-
pets. There is a long history of puppet ministry at 
Two Rivers Church and we did a puppet show for 
Christmas in 2022. Sarah McCoy will be leading 
the kids during the Sunday school hour. The kids 
have selected a few stories that they want to tell 
using the puppets and the vast array of clothes, 
props, and characters that are in our puppet 
room. 
     Kids and youth are invited to be a part of a new 
ministry that will start on Sunday, June 15. A.J. 
Pollock will be organizing youth to start a bell 
choir. No experience is necessary. She will start 
with the basics of bell ringing and care for the in-
struments. Then the group will move to easy-to-
learn songs that can be shared in worship. The 
youth bell choir will meet on Sundays at 10:45 
a.m. (immediately after worship) until 11:45 a.m. 
Pastor Robb will also be helping to teach kids uku-
lele if they are interested in learning some basics.       
     The youth trip to Saint Louis is also planned for 
July 14-18. This trip to LifeWise STL has a limited 
number of spots available and priority will be giv-
en to kids and youth who are participating in wor-
ship and Sunday school activities. We will be do-
ing some more fundraising in the coming weeks to 
build on the incredible success of the pizza sales in 
March. 

Ellie’s Graduation Open House 
 

Robb and Sarah McCoy are hosting an open house 
celebration to honor Elizabeth McCoy. You are all 
invited to come to Two Rivers Church on Monday, 
June 2. Stop by anytime between 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
and share in heavy appetizers, cake, and soft drinks. 
Ellie came to Two Rivers Church in the summer be-
fore second grade, and will graduate from Rock Is-
land High School on May 31. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
will be awarded the Rock Is-
land Medal of Honor.  She is 
excited to start the next chap-
ter of her life, but wants to 
celebrate at church - a place 
that has been a firm founda-
tion of love and support 
throughout her time in the 
Rock Island schools.  

Office Closed 

The Church office will be closed on 

Monday, May 26 in observance of Me-

morial Day. 

“Transgender and Lutheran:                
A Journey of Self-Acceptance”   

     Members of Quad Cities faith-based and choral 
organizations are invited to attend a presentation 
by Dr. Stephanie Dykes at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 8 at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Daven-
port. Dr. Dykes is a transgender Christian in the 
liberal Lutheran tradition. In her presentation, ti-
tled “Transgender and Lutheran: A Journey of Self
-Acceptance,” she will describe how she came to 
reconcile her faith and gender identity, as well as 
how she trained her voice and continues to partici-
pate in worship as a singer. Dr. Dykes has a B.A. in 
History and a B.S. in Administrative Management 
from Clemson University and earned a PhD in Ed-
ucational Research and Measurement from the 
University of South Carolina. Next fall, she will 
begin study for a Masters of Divinity at Pacific Lu-
theran Theological Seminary.  

Adult Sunday School Study 

Starting Sunday, May 4th, the Adult Sunday School 
class will commence a five-week study of Max Luca-
do's Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a Cha-
otic World. All are welcome to join this enriching 
program.  

Annual Conference Offerings  

     Every year at Annual Conference, several offer-

ings are given.  Members of local congregations 

are invited to make contributions to these offer-

ings which I will place in the offering baskets as 

part of my duties as your Lay Member of Annual 

Conference.  Besides accepting care kits for the 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center, these are 

the offerings which will be collected this year:  

 The IGRC Camping Ministries  

 The African University  

     Tom Brown Scholarship, Wiley College – 

The Tom Brown Scholarship is one which assists a 

student of Wiley College, one of the 11 historical 

Black Colleges. Beginning in 1987, the former 

Central Illinois conference, named a scholarship 

in memory of the Rev. Tom Brown, a long-time 

supporter of the Marshall, Texas-based 

school.  Rev. Brown was often the one who stood 

at the microphone after the presentation by the 
visiting Black College intern and would move that 

the annual conference session take up a special 

offering for Wiley College. 

          Ordinands' Trip – An offering will also be 

taken for the Ordinands' Trip. This trip is used to 

form spiritual leaders at the beginning of their 

ministry.  

    If you are moved to contribute to these offer-

ings, please have your donation to the church of-

fice by May 25 as Annual Conference will begin on 

June 5. 

     Thank you in advance for your generosity, 

Charlotte Peterson, Lay Member of Annual Con-

ference 
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Newsletter deadline 

   The deadline for items for the June issue of the 

Compass is Thursday, May 22, 2025. Please have 

information or articles in by this deadline date.  
Thank you. 

Welcome Statement 

From the beginning of the Jesus movement, followers 
of Christ declared that there is no Jew or Greek, no 

slave or free, nor is there male and female. We, the 

people of Two Rivers United Methodist Church join 
in this movement of the Holy Spirit and declare that we celebrate 

the diversity of our neighborhood and the world. 

We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender ex-

pression, and sexual and affectional orientation, who are also of 
every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of educa-

tion, family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, 

and social status, and so much more. We believe that the body of 
Christ is more vital in its ministry when the whole diversity of the 

human family may enjoy full participation and leadership in the 

Church. 
We welcome all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimi-

nation in the Church and society, and acknowledge the pain caused 

by the exclusionary policies of the United Methodist Church. We will 

continue to work toward a more inclusive Church and invite you to 
join us in following Jesus Christ on the Way, marked by greater hos-

pitality, kindness, justice, peace, understanding, and mutual respect. 
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Online Giving at Tworiversumc.org 

1.  Website Giving:  

Go to www.tworiversumc.org to give through 

the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give 

any time.  

OR 

2.  Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or 

Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the app 

select your church and follow the instructions given.  

Two Rivers            
Donate QR Code 


