
July 19, 2026
The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

Proverbs 1:1-9 and Ecclesiastes 12:8-14

From the beginning of the Jesus movement, followers of Christ declared that 
there is no Jew or Greek, no slave or free, nor is there male and female. We, the 
people of Two Rivers United Methodist Church join in this movement of the 
Holy Spirit and declare that we celebrate the diversity of our neighborhood and 
the world.
We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, and 

sexual and affectional orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental 
ability, level of education, family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social 
status, and so much more. We believe that the body of Christ is more vital in its ministry when the 
whole diversity of the human family may enjoy full participation and leadership in the Church.
We welcome all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the Church and society, 
and acknowledge the pain caused by the history of exclusionary policies of the United Methodist 
Church. We will continue to work toward a more inclusive Church and invite you to join us in 
following Jesus Christ on the Way, marked by greater hospitality, kindness, justice, peace, 
understanding, and mutual respect.

Announcements for July 19, 2026

Swahili Sunday School - 10:45 am Asbury Parlor
Kids & Youth Sunday School - 10:45 am Nursery

Discipleship Schedule Monday Bible Study is on a summer break and will resume on August 3 in 
Epworth Hall. Wednesday Prayer & Devotion Time meets on Facebook Live and Zoom at noon every 
week. Zoom Meeting ID # for Wednesday is 961 006 728. The Zoom meeting can also be joined by 
phone simply by dialing 312-626-6799. Once connected, dial the Meeting ID # 961 006 728, and you 
will join in the conversation.

Young Adult Pie Day! Wednesdays at 5:30 pm  All young adults (roughly 18-25) are invited to the 
Village Inn in Moline (2001 1st Street A) for a time of fellowship and short Bible study with Pastor 
Robb. Invite friends that might be interested in discussing faith, sharing about life, and making good 
friends. The pie is on Robb!

African Nationals Evangelical Conference in Cedar Rapids The African National congregation of 
Saint Paul United Methodist Church has invited the people of Two Rivers Church to participate their 
Mega Conference the weekend of July 25 & 26. Pastor Robb will be one of the preachers at this 
event on Sunday, July 26. There will be singing, music, dancing, and worship with African immigrants 
that make St. Paul UMC their church home. On Sunday, the event will start around 11:00 a.m., with 
Pastor Robb speaking close to 1:00 p.m. The drive from Two Rivers UMC to St. Paul takes about 90 
minutes. A group will go in a carpool right after our worship ends at 10:30 to make it to the revival.

July collection of Ensure Due to some cuts in federal and state funding in Iowa, The Project of the 
Quad Cities has had to make cuts to its client services. Many of their clients are elderly people living 
with HIV and suffer from food insecurity. In the past, the Project has been able to provide these 
clients with nutritional supplements and gift cards, but many of these services have been cut.  
Churches in the ACQC are responding with Ensure Drives, asking people to donate either cash (which 
will purchase Walmart gift cards) or cases of Ensure, an extremely valuable nutritional supplement.

      

Guest Wifi        Online Giving        Follow us @RITworivers

Name ______________________
❏ First time guest
❏ Returning guest
❏ Interested in baptism or membership
❏ Member

New Contact Information
Phone _______________________________

Email _______________________________

Address _______________________________

______________________________________

August Weeknight Study

Pastor Robb would like to offer a 5-week 
study using Marcus Borg’s Embracing an 
Adult Faith, but there are other options as 
well. If you are interested in a short-term 
summer study, select which topic and which 
evening would work best for you.

Which night would be best?
❏ Monday
❏ Tuesday
❏ Wednesday
❏ Thursday 

What topic is most interesting?
❏ World Religions
❏ Theology of LGBTQ inclusion
❏ Bible Basics
❏ Embracing an Adult Faith, by Borg

Proverbs 1:1-9

The proverbs of Solomon, King David’s son, from Israel:

 Their purpose is to teach wisdom and discipline, to help one understand 
wise sayings.
 They provide insightful instruction, which is righteous, just, and full of 
integrity.
 They make the naive mature, the young knowledgeable and discreet.

 The wise hear them and grow in wisdom; those with understanding 
gain guidance.
 They help one understand proverbs and difficult sayings, the words of the 
wise, and their puzzles.
 Wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord, but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.
 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction; don’t neglect your mother’s 
teaching; for they are a graceful wreath on your head, and beads for your 
neck.

Ecclesiastes 12:8-14

Perfectly pointless, says the Teacher, everything is pointless.
 Additionally: Because the Teacher was wise, he constantly taught the 

people knowledge. He listened and investigated. He composed many 
proverbs. The Teacher searched for pleasing words, and he wrote truthful 
words honestly.

The words of the wise are like iron-tipped prods;
    the collected sayings of the masters
        are like nails fixed firmly by a shepherd.
    Be careful, my child, of anything beyond them!
There’s no end to the excessive production of scrolls. Studying too 

much wearies the body. So this is the end of the matter; all has been 
heard. Worship God and keep God’s commandments because this is what 
everyone must do. God will definitely bring every deed to judgment, 
including every hidden thing, whether good or bad.



GATHERING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS
PRELUDE “The Heavens Are Telling” - Haydn

GREETING

*CALL TO WISDOM
One: Lady Wisdom calls from the city gate. Her voice rings out over the noise of the 

chaos and the seduction of the wicked.
<bell>

One: She calls the curious and the weary, the young and the old, the bold and the 
unsure. From her lips come what is right. Her mouth utters truth.

<bell>
One: From the heights of the path she cries out, “Let us unite the pair so long 

disjoined, knowledge and vital piety.”  
<bell>

All: Lady Wisdom, we rise to you meet you here. We will listen to the sound of 
your voice and sing praise to the Spirit who calls.

<bell>

*HYMN #399 UMH  “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
All: Lady Wisdom reminds us that a child may be raised in wisdom and steered 

away from folly. We know that wisdom can be learned, practiced, and 
cultivated. Wise choices often lead to a meaningful life, but folly is 
seductive. Forgive us for the times we have chosen the easier path. Forgive 
us for being led astray by the false glitter of foolishness. Forgive us for when 
the siren songs of impatience, arrogance, and fear ring louder and truer than 
the call of Lady Wisdom. Turn our hearts again toward the path that leads to 
life, and teach us to walk in your way.

Pause for silent confession and reflection
One: Listen, God’s people, “Your young will see visions and your old will dream dreams. 

Upon God’s servants, men and women, the Spirit will be poured out, and they will 
prophesy.

All: The Spirit of forgiveness and grace is poured out for us. The day of the 
LORD is upon us, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

*PASSING THE PEACE

PRAYER SONG #420 UMH “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” vs. 1 & 3

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the  
glory forever. Amen.  

MUSICAL OFFERING   "The Gift of Love" -Hal Hopson                                                   
Jon Hansen                                                                                

PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS
CHILDREN’S TIME “The Wonderful Things You Will Be” by Emily Winfield Martin

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
All: Holy Spirit, illuminate these words of Scripture so that we may know Wisdom. 

Reveal to us your prophetic vision and your dream of peace.

SCRIPTURE -  Proverbs 1:1-9; Ecclesiastes 12:8-14  (CEB)

SERMON  The Wisdom of Humility and Purpose  - Rev. Robb McCoy

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS
RESPONSE HYMN #402 UMH “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

*OFFERTORY #404 UMH  “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” (v. 1)
All are invited to place your offering and the detached part 
of the bulletin in the offering basin at the front as we sing

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
All: God of all children, we thank you for the life you give us and for the open book 
that is laid out before us. All of us have unwritten pages to fill with adventure, 
purpose, and love. We can tell our stories and find our meaning. We can share our 
wisdom with others and tell cautionary tales of folly. Guide our hand as we write our 
story. Make it be one of generosity, community, and gratitude. Bless this gift that 
we return to you now. Use it for your glory. There are Wonderful Things in store for 
all of us, and this gift can help ensure that there are Wonderful Things in the future 
for this church and Christ’s Kingdom. In the name of Christ Jesus, the Word of God, 
the Wisdom incarnate, and the author of life, let it be so. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY #94 UMH

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE “Air in D Minor” - Henry Purcell                                                                           

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
July 19, 2026

Your Name_____________________________

Prayers for our Church and its ministry:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Prayers for people I know:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

I have permission to publish this prayer.

I do not have permission to publish this 
prayer.

Prayers for the community/world:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Prayers for myself:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

*=please rise if you are able
UMH = United Methodist Hymnal (red book) FWS = Faith We Sing (black book).

Music used with permission under CCLI License:


