
July 26, 2026
The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and Proverbs 8:1-11

From the beginning of the Jesus movement, followers of Christ declared that 
there is no Jew or Greek, no slave or free, nor is there male and female. We, the 
people of Two Rivers United Methodist Church join in this movement of the 
Holy Spirit and declare that we celebrate the diversity of our neighborhood and 
the world.
We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, and 

sexual and affectional orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental 
ability, level of education, family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social 
status, and so much more. We believe that the body of Christ is more vital in its ministry when the 
whole diversity of the human family may enjoy full participation and leadership in the Church.
We welcome all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the Church and society, 
and acknowledge the pain caused by the history of exclusionary policies of the United Methodist 
Church. We will continue to work toward a more inclusive Church and invite you to join us in 
following Jesus Christ on the Way, marked by greater hospitality, kindness, justice, peace, 
understanding, and mutual respect.

Announcements for July 26, 2026

Swahili Sunday School - 10:45 am Asbury Parlor
Kids & Youth Sunday School - 10:45 am Nursery

Discipleship Schedule Monday Bible Study is on a summer break and will resume 
on August 3 in Epworth Hall. Wednesday Prayer & Devotion Time meets on 
Facebook Live and Zoom at noon every week. Zoom Meeting ID # for Wednesday 
is 961 006 728. The Zoom meeting can also be joined by phone simply by dialing 
312-626-6799. Once connected, dial the Meeting ID # 961 006 728, and you will 
join in the conversation.

Worship at the Park   Our Fourth Annual Community Day celebration at 
Schwiebert Park will be next Sunday, August 2 at 10:30 a.m . There will not a be 
a regular worship service at 9:30 at Two Rivers UMC that morning. Everyone is 
encouraged to come to Schwiebert Park. Bring lawn chairs and a brunch dish to 
share. A fourth church has been added to the event to add to The House, a Local 
Congregation and Gaines Chapel AME.

Young Adult Pie Day! Wednesdays at 5:30 pm  All young adults (roughly 18-25) 
are invited to the Village Inn in Moline (2001 1st Street A) for a time of fellowship 
and short Bible study with Pastor Robb. Invite friends that might be interested in 
discussing faith, sharing about life, and making good friends. The pie is on Robb!

 

      

Guest Wifi        Online Giving        Follow us @RITworivers

Name ______________________
❏ First time guest
❏ Returning guest
❏ Interested in baptism or membership
❏ Member

New Contact Information
Phone _______________________________

Email _______________________________

Address _______________________________

______________________________________

Ministry Area Teams 

We are trying to build Five Ministry Area Teams. 
Please mark down if you are interested in being 
a part of one, or any of these teams. These 
teams will be setting specific goals for their area. 

❏ ADMINISTRATION : Property 
management, grounds keeping, endowment 
management, staff evaluations, offering 
counting, etc.

❏ WORSHIP : Music ministries, sermon series 
development, visual arts, sanctuary decor, 
audio/visual, Live Feed, translation devices.

❏ SERVICE : Meal site, advocacy programs, 
little free pantry, clothes drives, coat 
ministry.

❏ CONNECTION : Greeters and ushers, 
hospitality in worship, “We Care” gifts, 
visitation, grief care, letters to inactive 
members

❏ DISCIPLESHIP : Adult Bible studies, 
Sunday school, book club, youth ministry, 
baptism and member classes.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

There’s a season for everything and a time for every matter under the 
heavens:

a time for giving birth and a time for dying,
    a time for planting and a time for uprooting what was planted,

a time for killing and a time for healing,
   a time for tearing down and a time for building up,

a time for crying and a time for laughing,
    a time for mourning and a time for dancing,

a time for throwing stones and a time for gathering stones,
        a time for embracing and a time for avoiding embraces,
        a time for searching and a time for losing,
        a time for keeping and a time for throwing away,
        a time for tearing and a time for repairing,
        a time for keeping silent and a time for speaking,
        a time for loving and a time for hating,
        a time for war and a time for peace.

Proverbs 8:1-11

Doesn’t Wisdom cry out and Understanding shout?

Atop the heights along the path, at the crossroads she takes her 
stand. By the gate before the city, at the entrances she shouts:

 I cry out to you, people;  my voice goes out to all of humanity. 
Understand skill, you who are naive. Take this to heart, you fools. Listen, 
for I speak things that are correct; from my lips comes what is right. My 
mouth utters the truth; my lips despise wickedness. All the words of my 
mouth are righteous; nothing in them is twisted or crooked. All of them are 
straightforward to those who understand, and upright for the  
knowledgeable. Take my instruction rather than silver, knowledge rather 
than choice gold. Wisdom is better than pearls; nothing is more delightful 
than she.



GATHERING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS
PRELUDE “Gather Us In” -Marty Haugen

GREETING

*CALL TO WISDOM
One: Lady Wisdom calls from the city gate. Her voice rings out over the noise of the 

chaos and the seduction of the wicked.
<bell>

One: She calls the curious and the weary, the young and the old, the bold and the 
unsure. From her lips come what is right. Her mouth utters truth.

<bell>
One: From the heights of the path she cries out, “Let us unite the pair so long 

disjoined, knowledge and vital piety.”  
<bell>

All: Lady Wisdom, we rise to you meet you here. We will listen to the sound of 
your voice and sing praise to the Spirit who calls.

<bell>

*HYMN #117 UMH  “O God Our Help in Ages Past” 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
All: Lady Wisdom cries and Understanding shouts from atop the crossroads and 

from the city gate. Yet we do not listen. We seek silver or gold more than 
understanding. We chase after pearls, but do not delight in compassion or 
justice. The Teacher reminds us that there is nothing new under the sun, and 
we should be mindful of the seasons of life. Yet we think this present crisis is 
something new and must be settled right now. We rush through life as if our 
plan is the only path. Help us to heed the call of Wisdom and mind the 
lesson of the Teacher. This too, shall pass. We will breathe, for the value of 
life is in exhaling in this moment - not just holding your breath and rushing 
to the next thing.

Pause for silent confession and reflection
One: Listen, God’s people, “Your young will see visions and your old will dream dreams. 

Upon God’s servants, men and women, the Spirit will be poured out, and they will 
prophesy.

All: The Spirit of forgiveness and grace is poured out for us. The day of the 
LORD is upon us, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

*PASSING THE PEACE

PRAYER SONG #420 UMH “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” vs. 1 & 3

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the  
glory forever. Amen.  

MUSICAL OFFERING   "Peace Like A River, Kum Ba Yah" - arr. J.A. Shafferman                                                
Olinda Gunther and Tamara Baugh                                                                                

PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS
CHILDREN’S TIME “The Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
All: Holy Spirit, illuminate these words of Scripture so that we may know Wisdom. 

Reveal to us your prophetic vision and your dream of peace.

SCRIPTURE -  Ecc. 3:1-8 & Prov. 8:1-11  (CEB)

SERMON  The Wisdom in Timing and Seasons  - Rev. Robb McCoy

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS
RESPONSE HYMN #707 UMH “Hymn of Promise”

*OFFERTORY #404 UMH  “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” (v. 1)
All are invited to place your offering and the detached part 
of the bulletin in the offering basin at the front as we sing

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
All: God of all Seasons, we thank you for snowy days and summer sun. We thank you 
for crisp autumn breeze and the new life of spring green. We thank you for snow 
angels and sand castles. We thank you for grass races in the gutter and jumping into 
leaf piles. We thank you for everything under the sun, for the excitement of 
discovery and the wisdom of experience. We thank you for times to build up and for 
times to tear down, for losing and searching, embracing and being alone. Grant us 
the discernment needed to know the best time for each season and the wisdom to 
live fully in it all. Use this gift for whatever you need. May it help build or repair. 
May it help uproot or plant. Grant these things for your Kingdom and on your time  
Amen.

*DOXOLOGY #94 UMH

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE “Aria” - G.F. Handel                                                                            

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
July 26, 2026

Your Name_____________________________

Prayers for our Church and its ministry:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Prayers for people I know:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

I have permission to publish this prayer.

I do not have permission to publish this 
prayer.

Prayers for the community/world:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Prayers for myself:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

*=please rise if you are able
UMH = United Methodist Hymnal (red book) FWS = Faith We Sing (black book).

Music used with permission under CCLI License:


