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VISION

We aspire to be a church
where the two rivers of
justice and compassion
flow from the all-loving
God to bring new life,
reconciliation, and
peace.

www.facebook.com/RITwoRivers
Saturday Community Meal Every Week @ 12:00 pm

MISSION

We are a people called to do what
the Lord requires: serve others
through mercy, advocacy, and
community care; connect with
one another in loving-kindness,
empathy, and inclusive
belonging; and walk together in
Christian discipleship as we
grow in faith.

WE SERVE WITH JUSTICE, CONNECT WITH STEADFAST LOVE,
AND GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST

The ChangeMakers Team has set our vision and mission. Based on the mission statement that has
been adopted by our Church Council, we have identified five Ministry Areas: Worship,
Administration, Connection, Service, and Spiritual Growth. The ChangeMakers Team will now set
“Strategic Goals” for each ministry area as well as put together Ministry Area Teams that will produce
SMART goals. The strategic goals will be broad, general principles for each area. The SMART goals
will be focused and measurable.

July 12 Church Picnic

Mark your calendars for a wonderful afternoon of food, fun,
and fellowship! We will be having a summer picnic on Sunday,
July 12, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Camp Milan.

Everyone is invited to attend and enjoy a relaxed evening
together in a beautiful outdoor setting. The church will
provide meat, drinks, and ice cream for all guests. Participants
are encouraged to bring a side dish or dessert to share. While
plates and utensils will be available, bringing your own place
settings would be greatly appreciated.

FAITH - FAMILY = FELLOWSHIP

There will be games and activities for all ages, making it a fun event for children, teens, and adults alike.
This is a great opportunity to introduce friends and family to our Two Rivers Church community. We look
forward to seeing everyone there for an evening filled with good food, laughter, and community fellowship!


http://www.facebook.com/RITwoRivers

07/01 Paula Johnson
07/04 Colin Muir

07/04 James Muir

07/04 Belva Thorpe
07/05 Candy Canik
07/07 Russell Kennedy
07/09 Pastor Robb McCoy
07/11 Dorothy Bundy
07/13 Sarai Shy

07/13 Rick Cole

07/17 Florence Uwimana
07/18 Pat Burton

07/19 Marilyn Beam
07/19 Simon Cooley
07/26 Mason Dean

If you have a birthday in July and we’ve missed
it, please call the church office to update our
records.

Young Adult Pie Day!

All young adults (rougly 18-25) are invited to the
Village Inn in Moline (2001 1st Street A) for a time
of fellowship and short Bible study with Pastor
Robb. Invite friends you might be interested in
discussing faith, sharing about life, and making
good friends. The pie is on Robb!

No Bible Study in July

The Monday Bible study will not meet in July.
Bible study will meet again on Monday, August 3 at
12:00 p.m.

Two Rivers Readers

The Two Rivers Readers

will not meet in July but will gather
again on Monday, August 10
at 2pm to discuss the novel,
Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides.

This Pulitzer Prize—winning novel is primarily a
coming-of-age story and family saga that chronicles
the effect of a mutated gene on three generations of a
Greek family, causing momentous changes in the
protagonist's life.

The group meets in the back of the sanctuary with
snacks provided. Their discussions are always
insightful, challenging, and a lot of fun. They'd love
to have you join them!

\\ '0
AN A
C A\

PROJECT

We are collecting Ensure in
July for the Project’s clients

Due to some cuts in federal and state funding in
Iowa, The Project of the Quad Cities has had to
make cuts to its client services. Many of their clients
are elderly people living with HIV and suffer from
food insecurity. In the past, the Project has been
able to provide these clients with nutritional
supplements and gift cards, but many of these
services have been cut. Churches in the ACQC are
responding with Ensure Drives, asking people to
donate either cash (which will purchase Walmart
gift cards) or cases of Ensure, an extremely valuable
nutritional supplement.

Sarah Lohse, Director of Community Programs
told Pastor Robb in an email,
“It's a really hard time for our
clients and our case managers -
being able to provide a needed
service is a glimmer of hope in a
time when there aren't many
glimmers. Thank you thank you
thank you.”

THE BIBLE, WISDOM &,

CHILDREN'S BOOKS

In the month of July we will conclude the Wisdom of
Children’s books series with two classics and two
lesser known stories.

July 5 - The Wisdom of Lamentation with Alexander
and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day
July 12 - The Wisdom of Women with The Paper Bag
Princess

July 19 - The Wisdom of Humility and Purpose, with
The Wonderful Things You Will Be

July 26 - The Wisdom in Timing and Seasons with
Snowy Day

Summer Study Survey

In August, Pastor Robb would like to lead a
5-week study called Embracing an Adult Faith, by
Marcus Borg. This will be a weeknight study that
examines some of the foundational aspects of our
faith, with a chapter on each: God, Jesus, Salvation,
Practice, and Community.

This will be a weeknight study. i
Those who are interested should EMBIX?\ICI NEs
share which night will work best =\ 511 FATTII
in August: Monday, Tuesday, or
Wendesday. There will be a : Marcus B

on What It Means
to Be Christian

survey in the blue box of the
Sunday bulletins. Or email
mccoy@tworiversumec.org
and let him know which night

works best for you.
)
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CHURCH OFFICE

WILL BE CLOSED

Staff on Vacation

The church office will be closed Monday, July
27 through Wednesday, July 29. We will resume
normal hours on Thursday, July 30.

Two Rivers
Prayers Presence Gifts Service

Remember in Prayer-
Please be in prayer for all those in need of healing
and strength, as well as their caregivers.

Our presence—

May 31 =51
June 7 =40
June 14 =58
June 21 =69
June 28 =67
Our gifts—

General Fund Offerings
May 31 $2,096
June 7 $3,341
June 14 $2,510
June 21 $4,352
June 28 $3,979

Our Service -

Members of the community served at

Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site & Operation
Safety Net (OSN):

May 30 — 99 Meal Site, 81 OSN
June 6 — 62 Meal Site

June 13 — 83 Meal Site

June 20 — 82 Meal Site

June 27 — Meal Site, OSN

Our Thanks—

From Sophia Bauher and Lilah Durbin:

I would like to thank everyone for their generous support
at church when I sold baked goods for my Washington
DC\New York trip! I took my trip last week in Washington
DC I got to see the Washington Monument, WWII
memorial, The Smithsonian museum, The U.S. capitol,
Lincoln memorial, Arlington national cemetery, U.S.
Holocaust memorial /museum, King's Dominion theme
park, and so much more! In New York I got to visit Coney
Island, enjoyed a dinner cruise around the Statue of
Liberty, One World observatory , National September 11
memorial/museum, and Time Square! I had so much fun
on this trip and I am so thankful for everyone's support!



2026 Annual Conference Report

The 2026 Annual Conference of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference of the United Methodist
Church was held June 4 through 6 at the Peoria
Convention Center. The theme of this year’s
conference was Love Boldly. Unlike previous
years, the clergy session was held May 21 in
Charleston and no laity session was held. This
was most likely due to ongoing construction at

the Convention Center.

The Conference started at 10 a. m. on Thursday with worship and preaching by Bishop Bard. His
sermon was entitled Abraham, Peter, and John. That is Lincoln, Cartwright, and Wesley. The
first legislative session began at 11 a. m. Because we were using a new voting system, on
requiring each participant to have their own laptop, tablet, or smart phone, half an hour had been
scheduled for the first vote. To aid members experiencing difficulty, handheld flags were
available on each row of tables to wave and get attention of the tech team. The vote was
accomplished in about 15 minutes with plenty of leg work from the tech team. The new voting
system also allowed members the ability to join the queue to speak on legislative items without
having to wave an attention card and hope to be recognized by the bishop, which helped debate
move along more quickly.

The afternoon session began with a Memorial & Celebration of Life Worship service. At that
time we honored the clergy and lay members of annual conference who had passed in the last
twelve months. This was also the occasion for recognition of churches completing their mission
for the sixty seven churches closing this year. This is an extraordinarily large number of
churches which closed for a variety of reasons. For perspective, we still have nearly 700 United
Methodist Churches in the Conference which basically stretches from I-80 to the southern tip of
Illinois.

Friday morning’s sessions began with A Service of Ministry Celebration. During this service
awards and recognitions were made and Pastor Robb McCoy received the #BeUMC Award.

This was the first presentation of the award, with one given to a church, one to a clergy person,
and one to a lay person.

On the legislative front, this was the least contentious conference I have attended. Since we had
two legislative items, one maintaining our current five district alignment and one reducing
number to four districts, some dissension was expected. Bishop Bard, in his role as chair of the
meeting, began by resolving that we would be discussing and voting on only one of the motions
and that the body would determine which one before we started debate. The four district motion
won that vote and after debate was adopted 394 to 222. So, as of January 1, 2027, the IGRC will
have four districts, names and exact boundaries to be announced later. Two other item were
viewed as contentious before the conference. One was funding for Little Grassy Church Camp
for 12 months as part of a 24 month renewal plan passed last year. The vote on that was 450 in
favor to 168 opposed. The other was titled Consideration of Future Locations of Annual
Conference. Essentially, the motion directed the Sessions Committee to explore other locations
for annual conference so that people from the southern part of the state don’t have to travel so far
and incur so much expense to attend annual conference in person. The upshot of legislation will
be a report at next year’s annual conference.

(report continues on back)

We were lead in musical worship by The Many. Theirs is a combination of tradition and
contemporary Christian music with a little rap, gospel, and soul thrown in. Their song All
Belong Here was the theme for the conference. Every year five offerings are taken during
Annual Conference. This year I contributed $20 to each on behalf of this church. Africa
University a liberal arts college which serves all of Africa and was founded by the United
Methodist Church; $8,011 was raised. The Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley University was
named for a former lay member of Annual Conference for students at Wiley University, an HBC
in Texas founded by a bishop of the Methodist Church in 1873; $4,117 was raised. The John
Kofi Asmah School in Liberia was build and is maintained by the laity of the IGRC; $3,004 was
raised. The IGRC Camping Ministries raised $5,223. The Ordinands Trip will be to follow John
Wesley footsteps in Great Britain this year and $3,846 was raised for that trip.

Earlier I said sixty seven churches closed. I want to spend a moment on the stories of two
churches which have chosen to thrive rather than close. Altona Grace sold its aging building
which was financial drain of their resources as well a physical obstacle to some members and
moved to a nearby retirement village. The average worship moved from 6 (six) to 40 and new
mission field of 200 households within walking distance of the chapel where they meet.
Robinson Otterbein had an average attendance of 22. They sold their aging build described as
having the steepest steps imaginable and began meeting in the ground level chapel of Robinson
First with new signage to indicate two separate churches under one roof.

This concludes my report on Annual Conference 2026.

Charlotte Peterson
Lay Member of Annual Conference




Cedar Rapids Revival July 26

The African National
congregation of Saint
Paul United Methodist

people of Two Rivers
Church to
participate in the Mega Conference, a two-day
revival in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Pastor Robb will be
one of the preachers at this event on Sunday, July
27. There will be singing, music, dancing, and
worship with African immigrants that make St.
Paul UMC their church home.

On Saturday, the first day of the event, Bishop
Kenetha Bigham-Tsai will be one of the featured
preachers. On Sunday, the event will start around
11:00 a.m., with Pastor Robb speaking close to 1:00
p.m. The drive from Two Rivers UMC to St. Paul
takes about 90 minutes. A group will go in a carpool
right after our worship ends at 10:30 to make it to
the revival.

Schwiebert Park Community Day
August 2

Our Fourth Annual Community Day celebration at
Schwiebert Park will be Sunday, August 2 at 10:30
a.m. There will not a be a regular worship service
that morning. Everyone is encouraged to come to
Schwiebert Park. Bring lawn chairs and a brunch
dish to share. A fourth church has been added to the
event to add to The House, a Local Congregation and
Gaines Chapel AME.
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Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site
Ministry Receives Rock Island
Rotary Grant

The Two Rivers Saturday Meal Site Ministry is
grateful to the Community Grants Committee of the
Rock Island Rotary for awarding the ministry a
$1,500 community grant.

On June 2, Dick Lee accepted the grant during a
special presentation at the Rock Island Botanical
Center. The grant application was submitted by
Ellen Martin on behalf of the ministry.

The grant funds will be used to purchase fresh
fruits and vegetables from River Bend Food Bank,
providing healthy food to those who attend the
ministry's weekly community meal.

We extend our sincere thanks to the Rock Island
Rotary for its generous support and to Jim
Nordquist for encouraging us to apply for this grant.
This funding will help us continue serving nutritious
meals to members of our community.

A Building Was
Lost. The Ministry
Remains.

Sandoval United Methodist Church recently
experienced the devastating loss of its church
building due to fire. While the building was
destroyed, the ministry of the congregation
continues.

Your gift to Sandoval Shalom (Advance Special
#6132) helps support these ongoing ministries and
provides resources for the congregation as it
continues serving the Sandoval community during
this season of transition and renewal.

;[;;\.é.‘ el Ulcln Prayer Chain

If you want the prayer chain to pray for your
concern or you wish to be part of this prayer ministry,
please call one of the persons listed below. They will
alert the remaining chain members.

Charlotte Peterson
Nancy Schwegler

793-7783
781-6609

Yolunteer Financial
Secretary

Charlotte Peterson
chari728@aol.com

Pastor
Rev. Robb McCoy
mccoy @tworiversume.org

Church Office Manager
Brianna Pollock

office@tworiversumc.org

Church Custodian
Brianna Pollock

Camp Milan
Caretaker

Kent Hessman

Director of Music
Jonathan Hansen
jonsshanseni9@gmail.com

Accompanist Ministers
Russell Rursch All of us

Compass (USPS #658-720) is published monthly by Two Rivers
United Methodist Church, 1820 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL
61201. Periodicals postage paid at Rock Island, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Two Rivers United
Methodist Church, 1820-5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201.

Newsletter deadline

The deadline for items for the August issue of the
Compass is Thursday, July 23, 2026. Please have
information or articles in by this deadline date. Thank
you.

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK

Welcome Statement

From the beginning of the Jesus movement, followers of Christ declared that
there is no Jew or Greek, no slave or free, nor is there male and female. We,
the people of Two Rivers United Methodist Church join in this movement of
the Holy Spirit and declare that we celebrate the diversity of our
neighborhood and the world.

We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression,
and sexual and affectional orientation, who are also of every age, race,
ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of education, family structure,
and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and so much
more. We believe that the body of Christ is more vital in its ministry when
the whole diversity of the human family may enjoy full participation and
leadership in the Church.

We welcome all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in
the Church and society, and acknowledge the pain caused by the
exclusionary policies of the United Methodist Church. We will continue to
work toward a more inclusive Church and invite you to join us in following
Jesus Christ on the Way, marked by greater hospitality, kindness, justice,
peace, understanding, and mutual respect.

1820 5™ Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201

Office Phone: (309) 788-9384

email: office@tworiversumc.org

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 8 am—2 pm
Connect Online: www.tworiversumec.org — www.facebook.com/RITwoRivers —
twitter.com/RITwoRivers



