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Affirming Congregations will have presence at Bass Street Pride Party
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DRAG PERFORMANCES | LIVE MUSIC | FOOD

AT AFFIRMING CONGREGATIONS

OF THE QC

1. Church of Peace UCC (Rock Island) churchofpeaceucc.org

2. Edwards UCC (Davenport) edwards-ucc.org

5. First Congregational UCC (Moline) fecmoline.org

4. First Presbyterian Church (Davenport) fpcdavenport.org

5. Hope UCC (Moline) hopeuccqe.org

4. Metropolitan Community Church of the QC (Davenport)
meege.com

7. St. John's Lutheran (Rock Island) saintjohnsri.org

8. Salem Lutheran (Moline) salemmoline.org

9. Two Rivers United Methodist Church (Rock Island)

tweriversume.org
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The Affirming Congregations of the Quad Cities, consisting of nine
churches in the Quad Cities area, will have a prominent place at the Pride
Party at Bass Street Landing on Saturday.

Pride is sponsored by The Project of the Quad Cities and takes place
in downtown Moline. This is the second year that ACQC will be there and
the fourth year that Two Rivers Church will have a presence. Volunteers
can come and sit at the ACQC table, where a church t-shirt, talk to
passersby, help make buttons, share information about out congregation,
and provide a warm welcome.

There will be a DJ from 3:00-6:00 p.m. with a series of drag performers
from 6:00-10:00. The Pride Party is a family-friendly event, and the
performances are no more suggestive than what is on normal pop music
radio. Sometimes after dark it gets PG-13.

Admission to the event is free. There will be five food trucks including
barbecue, pizza, Mexican, hot dogs, and burgers. There will be energy
drink trucks. Alcohol is also available for purchase to those of legal age.

We are collecting Ensure in July for the Project’s clients

Due to some cuts in federal and state funding in lowa, The Project of the
Quad Cities has had to make cuts to its client services. Many of their clients are
elderly people living with HIV and suffer from food insecurity. In the past, the
Project has been able to provide these clients with nutritional supplements and
gift cards, but many of these servives have been cut. Churches in the ACQC
are responding with Ensure Drives, asking people to donate either cash (which
will purchas Wal Mart gift cards) or cases of Ensure, an extremely valuable
nutritional supplement. =

Sarah Lohse, Director of Community Programs
told Pastor Robb in an email, “It's a really hard time
for our clients and our case managers - being able
to provide a needed service is a glimmer of hope in
a time when there aren't many glimmers. Thank
you thank you thank you.”
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BIBLE IN 52 WEEKS - WEEK TWENTY FIVE

In this daily reading plan, there are four readings, one each from the Torah, Prophets, Writings, and New Testament. Every day
will take about 10 minutes in total. If you follow this plan you will read the entire Bible in 52 weeks and the Gospels twice.

Sun (Jun 28): Deut 16; Isaiah 22; Prov 14; 2 Thess 3

PASTOR’'S NOTES
TORAH: Moses reminds Israel of its stubbornness and God'’s mercy, calling the

Mon (Jun 29): Deut 17; Isaiah 23; Prov 15; 1 Tim 1 people to covenant loyalty and just community life as they prepare to live in the land.

Tue (Jun 30): Deut 18; Isaiah 24; Prov 16; 1 Tim 2
Wed (Jul 1): Deut 19; Isaiah 25; Prov 17; 1 Tim 3
Thu (Jul 2): Deut 20; Isaiah 26; Prov 18; 1 Tim 4
Fri (Jul 3): Deut 21; Isaiah 27; Prov 19; 1 Tim 5
Sat (Jul 4): Deut 22; Isaiah 28; Prov 20; 1 Tim 6

PROPHETS: Isaiah announces judgment on the surrounding nations, revealing that
God'’s purposes reach far beyond Israel and that human pride cannot stand.
WRITINGS: Proverbs contrasts seductive folly with life-giving wisdom, urging
disciplined speech, honest work, generosity, and integrity as the path that leads to
flourishing.

NEW TESTAMENT: Paul celebrates the Thessalonians’ steadfast faith, urges holy
living and mutual encouragement, and warns against deception while assuring them
of God’s ultimate justice and hope.
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s/ Wisdom of Simplicity
T

“The Donut Chef”

Proverbs 3:1-12, Ecc. 11:4-10

How many choices have you made today? Is it even
possible to guess? You woke up and chose to either
sleep a little more or get up. You chose what to wear, but
maybe you first chose to look up the weather or maybe
you choose other activities that you would try and
accomplish. You chose to listen or watch or read

something. You chose your route. You chose where to sit.

And this is all on a pretty simple Sunday morning and all
you've done is go to church.

If you decide to go to the grocery store today, the
amount of choices will skyrocket. To illustrate this point, |

did a little searching. Oreos are one of my favorite treats. |

remember when Double Stuff Oreos came out. It was a
big deal to have a choice between two different kinds of

Oreos. Now however, there are so many different kinds, it

is overwhelming. | actually found an article ranking all the
flavors of Ores, and classic Oreos did not crack the top

30. | didn't even know that there were 30 different kinds of

Oreo. There is almost every possible combination of thin,

double stuff, white, peanut butter, and mint. Then throw in
some fun ones like “Space Dunk,” and suddenly | feel like

little Betty Sue from the book “Donut Chef.”

This was one of my favorite books to read to my
daughters when they were little. It's a funny story about
two Donut chefs competing for customers. They cooked
up more and more different strange varieties of donuts.
They had so many different varieties that they stopped
looking like donuts at all.
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Finally, a little girl
% just barely two shouts,
% “But | want glazed!”
The crowds are
shocked, but they
remember a simpler
time. “Me too!” they
shout, and suddenly
simple donuts dipped

rage.

NEXT WEEK:

in glaze become all the

The Donut Chef is a silly, whimsical story with a
deep meaning. Sometimes the simple things in life bring
the greatest joy. Lady Wisdom reminds us in Proverbs
that “

Better a little with fear of the Lord
than a great treasure with turmoil.
Better a meal of greens with love

than a plump calf with hate.”

Ecclesiastes reminds us that “There’s nothing better
for human beings than to eat, drink, and experience
pleasure in their hard work. | also saw that this is from
God’s hand— Who can eat and find enjoyment
otherwise?”

There is a sad strain of Christianity that thinks that
pleasure in life is inherently sinful. This comes from a
non-Biblical understanding that the body and material
things are inherently broken and that the soul is
intrinsically good. Genesis tells us however, that
creation is good. That includes our bodies. It is good to
enjoy life.

Genesis also reminds us that we are made in the
image of the creator - part of what makes us human is
that we can create. Delight in what you create, just as
God delights in us.

It is good to sit in a hammock with a cold drink after
mowing the lawn. It is good to admire something that
you created with your hands - a carved spoon, a
painted picture, a sculpted bowl. It is good to enjoy the
movement of dance, the inner calm that comes with
stretching your muscles in yoga or tai chi, or the
delirious exhaustion of a hard work out.

A simple donut dipped in glaze can remind to taste
and see the Lord is good. There is folly in chasing
extravagance, there is danger in living in luxury, but
poverty is not necesarily holy. Hunger and suffering is
not the will of God. Wisdom tells us that finding joy is no
sin. Taking pleasure in life is delighting in God'’s
creation. After all, there’s nothing quite like glazed, |
think.

The Wisdom of Peace Making, “Ferdinand”, by Munro Leaf




	THE COMPASS WEEKLY june 25, 2026
	Affirming Congregations will have presence at Bass Street Pride Party
	The Affirming Congregations of the Quad Cities, consisting of nine churches in the Quad Cities area, will have a prominent place at the Pride Party at Bass Street Landing on Saturday.      Pride is sponsored by The Project of the Quad Cities and takes place in downtown Moline. This is the second year that ACQC will be there and the fourth year that Two Rivers Church will have a presence. Volunteers can come and sit at the ACQC table, where a church t-shirt, talk to passersby, help make buttons, share information about out congregation, and provide a warm welcome.      There will be a DJ from 3:00-6:00 p.m. with a series of drag performers from 6:00-10:00. The Pride Party is a family-friendly event, and the performances are no more suggestive than what is on normal pop music radio. Sometimes after dark it gets PG-13.       Admission to the event is free. There will be five food trucks including barbecue, pizza, Mexican, hot dogs, and burgers. There will be energy drink trucks. Alcohol is also available for purchase to those of legal age.
	We are collecting Ensure in July for the Project’s clients
	Due to some cuts in federal and state funding in Iowa, The Project of the Quad Cities has had to make cuts to its client services. Many of their clients are elderly people living with HIV and suffer from food insecurity. In the past, the Project has been able to provide these clients with nutritional supplements and gift cards, but many of these servives have been cut.  Churches in the ACQC are responding with Ensure Drives, asking people to donate either cash (which will purchas Wal Mart gift cards) or cases of Ensure, an extremely valuable nutritional supplement.
	Sarah Lohse, Director of Community Programs told Pastor Robb in an email, “It's a really hard time for our clients and our case managers - being able to provide a needed service is a glimmer of hope in a time when there aren't many glimmers. Thank you thank you thank you.”

	bible in 52 weeks - Week twenty five
	In this daily reading plan, there are four readings, one each from the Torah, Prophets, Writings, and New Testament. Every day will take about 10 minutes in total. If you follow this plan you will read the entire Bible in 52 weeks and the Gospels twice.
	Sun (Jun 28): Deut 16; Isaiah 22; Prov 14; 2 Thess 3 Mon (Jun 29): Deut 17; Isaiah 23; Prov 15; 1 Tim 1 Tue (Jun 30): Deut 18; Isaiah 24; Prov 16; 1 Tim 2 Wed (Jul 1): Deut 19; Isaiah 25; Prov 17; 1 Tim 3 Thu (Jul 2): Deut 20; Isaiah 26; Prov 18; 1 Tim 4 Fri (Jul 3): Deut 21; Isaiah 27; Prov 19; 1 Tim 5 Sat (Jul 4): Deut 22; Isaiah 28; Prov 20; 1 Tim 6



	sermon recap June 21, 2026
	Wisdom of Simplicity “The Donut Chef”  Proverbs 3:1-12, Ecc. 11:4-10
	Next Week:
	The Wisdom of Peace Making, “Ferdinand”, by Munro Leaf



